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Time Allotted: 2 Hours 

HISHGEC01T/HISGCORO1T-HISTORY (GE1/DSC1) 

The figures in the margin indicate marks of question. 
Candidates should answer in their own words 

1. 

and adhere to the word limit as practicable. 
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Answer any ten questions from the following: (each word limit 30) 
GROUP-A /f9-* 

(a) Name two important Neolithic sites in North-West India. 

(b) What was the Great Bath of Mohenjodaro? 

(c) Mention two non-Indian Civilizations contemporary to the Indus Valley 

Civilization. 

(d) What is the historical importance of the two epics, the Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata? 

(e) What do you mean by the term 'Sabha' and 'Samiti' of the Rig-Vedic period? 

(f) How many Jain Tirthankaras were there? Name the last two of them. 

(g) Who was Bindusara? 

(h) What is meant by the Triratna? 

(i) What were the functions of the Dharma mahamatras during The Mouryan period? 

G) Who was the author of the 'Arthashastra'? What was its principal theme? 

Full Marks: 50 

(k) Who was Banabhatta? Mention the name of the book written by him. 

() Who was the greatest ruler of the Kushana dynasty? Where was his capital located? 

(m) Which natural phenomenon discovered in the first century C.E. favoured the 
growth of maritime trade between India and Rome? 

1 

2x10 =20 

Turn Over 
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(n) Who introduced the Saka' era and when? 

(0) Who wrote the Nasik inscription and why? 

GROUP-B /f 

Answer any two questions from the following (each word limit 250) 

Explain the significance of the Mehergarh excavation. 

Write a short note on the society of the Rig-Vedic period. 

Discuss the difference between Buddhism and Jainism. 

What were the main tenets of Ashoka's Dhamma? 

Discuss shortly on Gandhar Arts. 

GROUP-C/fa 

Answer any two questions from the following (each word limit 500) 

Discuss the significance of literary sources for the reconstruction of Indian history. 

Discuss the cause of downfall of the Harappan civilization. 

What were the chief characteristics of the Mauryan administration? 

How is Ashoka held responsible for the downfall of Mourya Empire? 

Discuss the achievements of Kaniska. 

2 

5x2 = 10 

10×2 = 20 
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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY 

B.A. Honours/Programme 1st Semester Examination, 2021-22 

HISHGEC01T/HISGCOR01T-HISTORY (GE1/DSC1) 

HISTORY OF INDIA FROM EARLIEST TIMES UP TO 300 CE 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours  Full Marks: 50 

The figures in the margin indicate marks of question. pািnক সীমার মধ°s সংখ°ািট pেűরমান িনেদ�শ কের।  
Candidates should answer in their own words পরীkাথ�ীেদর িনেজর ভাষায় যথা সmব শbসীমার মেধ° 
and adhere to the word limit as practicable. উtর িদেত হেব। 

 GROUP-A / িবভাগ-ক 

1. Answer any ten questions from the following: (word limit 30)
িনmিলিখত �য-�কােনা দশিট  pেűর উtর দাওঃ (শbসীমা ৩০) 

2×10 = 20

(a) Who wrote Rajatarangini? On which kingdom did it throw light? 
রাজতরিñণী �ক িলেখিছেলন ? এিট �কান ্   রাজ° সmেকর্ আেলাকপাত কেরিছল ? 

(b) Mention two Harappan sites which prove that rice was grown by the Harappan 
people. 
হরpা সভ°তার এমন dিট ptেকেndর নাম কেরা �যgিল pমাণ কের �য হরpার অিধবাসীরা ধান উৎপn 
করত। 

(c) What is the significance of the bronze statue of the dancing girl found at 
Mohenjodaro? 
মেহনেজাদােরায় pাp �bােĂর নতর্িক মূিতর্র তাৎপযর্ কী ? 

(d) Name two coins in the Rig-Vedic period. 
ঋক �বিদক যুেগর dিট মুdার নাম �লেখা। 

(e) Mention two Vedic texts that refer to agricultural operations. 
kিষকােজর উেlখ আেছ এমন dিট �বিদক gেnর নাম উেlখ কেরা। 

(f) What do you understand by the Ashtanga-marga (Eight-fold Path)? 
‘অŶািñক-মাগর্’ বলেত tিম কী �বােঝা ? 

(g) When did Alexander invade India? What was the significance of his invasion in 
Indian history? 
আেলকজাnার কখন ভারত আkমণ কেরন ? ভারত ইিতহােস তাঁর আkমেণর তাৎপযর্ কী ? 

(h) Who was Bindusara? 
িবnুসার �ক িছেলন ? 

(i) Who was Megasthenes? What is the name of his book? 
�মগািsিনস �ক িছেলন ? তাঁর gেnর নাম িক ? 
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(j) Who was the first scholar to read the Asokan edicts? Mention two important edicts 
of Asoka. 

�কান ্  পিčত ব°িk সবর্pথম অেশােকর �লখ পাঠ কেরন ? অেশােকর dিট grtপূণর্ �লখ-এর নাম 
উেlখ কেরা। 

(k) Who overthrew the Mauryan dynasty and when?  

�ক এবং কখন �মৗযর্ রাজবংশ উেcদ কেরন ? 
(l) Which King convened the third Buddhist Council and why? 

tতীয় �বৗd সংগীিত �কান ্   রাজা, কী কারেণ আhান কেরিছেলন ? 
(m) Whose achievements were described in the Junagarh inscriptions? 

জুনাগড় িলিপেত কার kিতেtর কথা বণর্না করা হেয়েছ ? 
(n) Which natural phenomenon discovered in the first century C.E. favoured the 

growth of maritime trade between India and Rome? 

ি³sীয় pথম শতেক আিবkত �কান  ্ pাkিতক ঘটনা ভারত ও �রােমর মেধ° বািণজ° গেড় tলেত সাহায° 
কেরিছল ? 

(o) Name two ancient Ports of India. 

ভারেতর dিট pাচীন বnেরর নাম �লেখা। 
  

 GROUP-B / িবভাগ-খ 

 Answer any two questions from the following (word limit 250) 
িনmিলিখত েয-েকােনা dিট  pেűর উtর দাও (শbসীমা ২৫০) 

5×2 = 10

2. Write a short note on the religious life of the Harappans. 

হরpাবাসীেদর ধমর্ীয় জীবন সmেn একিট সংিkp টীকা �লেখা। 
  

3. What was the position of Women in Rig-Vedic period? 

ঋক-�বিদক যুেগ নারীেদর অবsা �কমন িছল ? 
  

4. Write the historical importance of the Kalinga War. 

কিলñ যুেdর ঐিতহািসক grt �লেখা। 
  
5. Write a short note on the Mauryan espionage system. 

‘�মৗযর্ gpচর ব°বsা’ সmেকর্ একিট সংিkp টীকা �লেখা। 
  
6. Write a short note on the early Kushan rulers. 

আিদ kষাণ শাসকেদর সmেকর্ একিট সংিkp টীকা �লেখা। 
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 GROUP-C / িবভাগ-গ 

 Answer any two questions from the following (word limit 500) 
িনmিলিখত েয-েকােনা dিট  pেűর উtর দাও (শbসীমা ৫০০) 

 10×2 = 20

7. Discuss the significance of the inscription and coins as sources of ancient Indian 
history. 
pাচীন ভারেতর ইিতহাস িনণর্েয় িলিপ ও মdুার grt আেলাচনা কেরা। 

  
8. To what extent was the Harappan Civilization an urban civilization? 

হরpা সভ°তা কতটা নগরাËয়ী িছল ? 
  

9. Examine the problem of locating the original homeland of the Aryans. 

আযর্েদর আিদ বাসsান িনধর্ারণ সংkাn সমস°ািট পযর্ােলাচনা কেরা। 
  
10. How was Magadha able to dominate the politics of North India in the sixth century 

BCE? 
ি³sপূবর্ ষŸ শতেক মগধ কীভােব উtর ভারেতর রাজনীিতেক িনয়ntণ কেরিছল ? 

  
11. Discuss the achievements of Gautamiputra Satakarni. 

�গৗতমীপুt সাতকণর্ীর kিতt আেলাচনা কেরা।                             
  
 N.B. : Students have to complete submission of their Answer Scripts through E-mail / Whatsapp to 

their own respective colleges on the same day / date of examination within 1 hour after end 
of exam. University / College authorities will not be held responsible for wrong submission 
(at in proper address). Students are strongly advised not to submit multiple copies of the 
same answer script. 

 
——×—— 
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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY 

B.A. Honours/Programme 1st Semester Examination, 2020, held in 2021 

HISHGEC01T/HISGCOR01T-HISTORY (GE1/DSC1) 

HISTORY OF INDIA FROM EARLIEST TIMES UP TO 300 CE 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours  Full Marks: 50 

The figures in the margin indicate marks of question. pািnক সীমার মধ°s সংখ°ািট pেűরমান িনেদ�শ কের।  
Candidates should answer in their own words পরীkাথ�ীেদর িনেজর ভাষায় যথা সmব শbসীমার মেধ° 
and adhere to the word limit as practicable. উtর িদেত হেব। 

 GROUP-A / িবভাগ-ক 

1. Answer any ten questions from the following: (word limit 30)
িনmিলিখত �য-�কােনা দশিট  pেűর উtর দাওঃ (শbসীমা ৩০) 

2×10 = 20

(a) Mention two ‘prashastis’ written by court poets and the kings eulogized by them. 
সভা কিবেদর dারা রিচত dিট এবং �য রাজােদর উেdেশ° এই pশিs dিট রিচত তােদর নাম উেlখ 
কেরা। 

(b) Mention two non-Indian civilizations contemporary to the Harappan Civilization. 
হরpা সভ°তার সমসামিয়ক dিট অ-ভারতীয় সভ°তার নাম উেlখ কেরা। 

(c) What was the Great Bath of Mohenjodaro? 
মেহেĂাদােরা-র িবশাল sানাগারিট কী িছল ? 

(d) What is the historical importance of the two epics, the Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata? 
রামায়ণ ও মহাভারত এই dিট মহাকােব°র ঐিতহািসক তাৎপযর্ কী ? 

(e) What do you mean by the terms ‘sabha’ and ‘samiti’ of the Rig Vedic period? 
ঋকৈবিদক যুেগর ‘সভা’ এবং ‘সিমিত’ বলেত tিম িক �বােঝা ? 

(f) How many Jain Tirthankaras were there? Name the last two of them. 
কতজন �জন তীথর্ìর িছেলন ? �শষ dইজন তীথর্ìেরর নাম �লেখা। 

(g) Name two republic states of ancient India. 
pাচীন ভারেতর dিট pজাতািntক রােজ°র নাম �লেখা । 

(h) What are the ‘Three gems’ (Tri Ratna)? 
‘িtরt’ কী কী ? 

(i) Who was the author of the ‘Arthashastra’? What was its principal theme? 
‘অথর্শােstর’ রচিয়তা �ক িছেলন ? এর মূল িবষয়বst কী িছেলা ? 

(j) What were the functions of Dharmamahamatras during the Mauryan Period? 
�মৗযর্ যুেগর ধমর্ মহামাtেদর কাজ িক িছেলা ? 
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(k) Which King convened the Fourth Buddhist Council and why? 
চtথর্ �বৗd সংগীিত �কান রাজা, কী কারেণ আhান কেরিছেলন ? 

(l) Who was the greatest ruler of the Kushana dynasty? Where was his capital? 
kষাণ রাজবংেশর �ËŸ শাসক �ক িছেলন ? তাঁর রাজধানী �কাথায় িছেলা ? 

(m) Who was the founder of the Satavahana dynasty? 
সাতবাহন রাজবংেশর pিতŸাতা �ক ? 

(n) Who introduced ‘Saka’ era and when?
�ক, �কান সময় ‘শকাb’ pচলন কেরিছেলন ? 

(o) Who wrote the Nasik Inscription and why?
নািসক pশিs �ক, �কন রচনা কেরিছেলন ? 

  

 GROUP-B / িবভাগ-খ 

 Answer any two questions from the following (word limit 250) 
িনmিলিখত েয-েকােনা dিট  pেűর উtর দাও (শbসীমা ২৫০) 

5×2 = 10

2. Comment on the religious life of the Harappans.
হরpার অিধবাসীেদর ধমর্ীয় জীবন সmেকর্ আেলাচনা কেরা। 

  
3. Who was Chandragupta Maurya? 

চndgp �মৗযর্ �ক িছেলন ? 
  

4. Write a short note on the Sixteen Mahajanapadas.
�ষাড়শ মহাজনপদ সmেকর্ একিট সংিkp টীকা �লেখা। 

  
5. What were the similarities and dissimilarities between Jainism and Buddhism? 

�জনধমর্ ও �বৗdধেমর্র সাদৃশ° ও �বসাদৃশ°gিল িক িক ? 
  
6. What were the main tenets of Ashoka’s Dhamma?

অেশােকর ধm-এর pধান নীিতgিল কী িছেলা ? 
  

 GROUP-C / িবভাগ-গ 

 Answer any two questions from the following (word limit 500) 
িনmিলিখত েয-েকােনা dিট  pেűর উtর দাও (শbসীমা ৫০০) 

 10×2 = 20 

7. Discuss the importance of literary sources for understanding the political, economic 
and social history of ancient India. 
pাচীন ভারেতর রাজৈনিতক, অথর্ৈনিতক ও সামািজক ইিতহাস অনুধাবেনর জন° সািহিত°ক উপাদােনর 
grt আেলাচনা কেরা। 

  
8. How would you explain the decline of the Harappan Civilization? 

হরpা সভ°তার পতনেক tিম িকভােব ব°াখ°া করেব ? 
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9. Discuss the social, economic and religious background of the rise of protestant 
religious movement in ancient India. 
pাচীন ভারেত pিতবাদী ধমর্ীয় আেnালন গেড় ওঠার সামািজক, অথর্ৈনিতক এবং ধমর্ীয় পটɛিম 
আেলাচনা কেরা। 

  
10. Write a short essay on the Mauryan administration. 

�মৗযর্ শাসন ব°বsা সmেকর্ একিট সংিkp pবn �লেখা। 
  
11. Assess the political and cultural importance of Kanishka’s rule in ancient India. 

pাচীন ভারতবেষর্ কিণেŴর শাসেনর রাজৈনিতক, ও সাংskিতক grেtর মূল°ায়ন কেরা। 
  
 N.B. : Students have to complete submission of their Answer Scripts through E-mail / Whatsapp to 

their own respective colleges on the same day / date of examination within 1 hour after end 
of exam. University / College authorities will not be held responsible for wrong submission 
(at in proper address). Students are strongly advised not to submit multiple copies of the 
same answer script. 

 
——×—— 

 










