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R se of the Mara
K‘ the Mughul empire ; : g |
z Th“‘g:?:l?t‘ to the rise of the I\[;laraltg;sng:ladfanno‘t be comple

it o " and his successors played an importt-'r their great leade,

g :f;l.\,;,jl. . dowﬂf“” of that empire. In this chapter :nt part in bringin
W he ¢ a connected narrative of the rige of tll: atlempt has by,

R e - stitutions which they built up for (he gvMa'a‘ha power

E?, ! cm ‘heir charge gOVernance of the

b s petore Shivaii

E | . sefore the Tise of Shlvz}p the Marathas, whose original hom

. rashtra, i€ the western edge of the Dakhin plateau i

] i\!a[[ere d like atoms in South India. They were a poor downtr’oZlvg;;

: ; ’ﬁ)ple, & gaged mainly in agn‘culture, with a few top-ranking families

- sihe service of the Muslim kingdoms of the Dakhin, and figuring as

- alitary commanders and Jaglrdqrs. They were granted jagirs and

E o ajoyed the status of second or third-rate nobles at the court of these

4 ingdoms. But as a people, the Marathas had homogeneous society of

iir own, which was characterised by social .‘m',ld

A isides a common religion and culture, and ou
- 4y few rich men among them and Ma
- § ‘uage and Hinduism their common
adhardy people, devoted to their faith
' were self-reliant, courageous, br
Yﬁaflsl Muslim domination made then
rcli[ie SXieenth and seventeeth €&
*U movement which brought

of
mggﬁm belonged to the lowcr;
: ,

economic equality.

lfe. There vere

Om .9 bt
iy, * Of Tukaram, Ram E
lﬁ&chi re Cven now house idt
Ja’) ™€ of which were

Yrati tg::.gf = d_ B
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modern state of Mysore, and parts of the diggp: . CaSte
and Arcot in Madras. In addition to the52'°t§° ™ g, |
conquered the Kanara region which inclygeg thee haq iy, thtth“ 'rhe.._

Sunda and Bednur and southern part of Dharwa, priﬂcixsp?ffet“‘ ) dvis
Outside the above regions, a large areg o th- alltiE:“y unﬁ'
his sphere of i'nﬂucnce, though it did not reco ;Da in of ‘ am?’v‘
This area consisted of a large part of the Mughl%] ge hig Sovas iy acth
Shivaji levied chauth or one-fourth of the standarg akhip, frgerei&ur The
land revenue. assesSme:: "'he,yt' (6) wast
Shivaji’s kingdom contained two hundreq Of th, off‘
yielded a revenue of seven crores of rupees, but th Orty forg the
were much less, probably one crore only. © actua] siand ™ The
A% i 0 r
Administration | " (r)cliE
As was the practice in medieval times Shivai: the
- : ’ Vv .
all powers concentra}ted in his hands. But as he :tJ; (:Zlai’ a dcspot Wi chal
of. h‘lS subjects ITe mfght. be called a benevolent despot Or the Welfy, Cer
ministers to assist him in the work of administration .'I‘Il;le ad g it 4 6 The
however, did not form a cabinet in the modern sense of : E Winister, in t
they were responsible to Shivaji alone, who appointed dc term, f, and
tl;ex;l at will. But he left much work in their hands i ex:;;)t dismiggeq vill:
of formulation of policy, he seldom j y 0 matter,
y interfered with thej Work All the

Nevertheless, the function of the ministers

- ) _ was purely advig ice were
the ministers the Peshwa enjoyed a higher status anc{ royal 2? g Ju;glcietters,
but not supremacy over his colleagues. r;:,d the Pesl

The ministers, called the Asht Pradhans, were : | s than ¢

(1) The Prime Minister or Peshwa officially known as Mu, e
Pradhan. He was responsible for the general administ local Gove
and welfare of the kingdom, and, therefore, his main d k.
were to control other officers and promote harmbnly I
admm.xstratlon. He represented the king in his a
put his seal below the king’s to all royal |
despatches. ,

(2) The Auditor or Majumdar or Amatya. His dutj '
all the accounts of income and expendi
countersign all statements of accounts,
kingdom as a whole or of the particular di

(3) The Chronicler or Wagia-Nawis or Mantr
3}2 tccl)lmpxlmg a daily record of the k

¢h over his invitation lists, meals, €
against plots, ity

(4) 'trht? Superintendent or Shuru-Nawis
0 see that all royal letters and despat

Ilficlﬁm:el |
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Rise
' [‘“‘p‘-r style. He had to pecs of the :
(b Ff his dutics was 10 check yhe . Sttery Power | 3
. S Accayy, ‘M4 ‘
The re . k » or § u\h\.
§) Tyvise the ¥INE OF HWIERS relating 1o for 18 Parganay,
‘uc>““m of war and peace, He hado foreigy “:‘\n,“h

q s_\Jdur.\ and cavoys and also o ey ang
s e o, 0 ety
‘ g

a x (."mmandt‘tr-‘:n'Chu or Sari \
) . charge ol the recruit s
(0 as i ¢ . mcn‘v O - w
wie ¢ army. He had also 1 ary "EARIZation ang dugepn S
0 [‘\(‘I)‘\ on th‘ ht‘ld& 0[ b‘tl‘c

¢ geclesiastical Head or Sadr and Muhas
or panadhyaksha. His main duties were i‘:o& Rao
religlovs ceremonies, 0 punish heresy and 1o d; l“ dates for
(he Brahmans large sums of money set apart by \l:ii‘:a?.

or

Cparity- He was the judge of canon law, roval Al -

Censof of Public Morals.

Chiel Justice or Nyayadhish. He was :
® i?lcht' kingdom and responsible for civil “?m"m
" L lor cndorsing judicial decisions regarding rights
village headship, ete.
All the ministers except the Ecclgsiul'\cal Head and the Chief
0 Were required to command armics and lead expeditions. “All
i ltters, charters, and treaties had to bear the seals of the king
of the Peshwa and the endorsement of the next four ministers, ie,
mander-in-Chicl, the qu 2

ger than the Com
thief Justice. R
el Government - ¢l
Shivaji's kingdom was divided mto four pre
weroy. The northern pmvinccs included D )
auiry south of Surat, Konkan north of Bom
feay (Desh) southwards to Poona. It was |
Fagle. The next province or the southern divise
wth of Bombay, the Sawant-Vadi and the N
ered by Annaji Datto. The third was |
mpﬁscq the districts of Satara an
b the districts of Belgaon and DI

O%adra in Karnatak. It was unt
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| The Mughul Empire
m 5 \ p I‘ .
ides these pravinees, SHvll EESSEES
S LS LN " 2 o -
l:tl\\inhlmuls me udmll'}ht.hL sm‘"h 1
Kanara g | Bedour, This region Was L
5 {l‘ \ 5 : : r‘ :
of Suasd :I ‘I ho time of his death but wyg | i .dm""

.
yossession l v ue M;\l’l\ll’;
) him tribute. he !
{ him by P T {0
pais Fhe provinces were sub-divided intg il s“"'m““wus
have had a collector with a cont t’ p": Vi“‘“’;:ud"""
must I But we have no knowledge of the g W qed | he sta
command, Hut G py RC
AP \ul\»di\‘l\\ll\“x\» ;c" were
thesd ““i\..l"‘r;' Y 'hL‘
- 1 - ’,
Army g ’ o overe ted 0
Shivaji's army was a well-organized and 1i i acceP'C

the time of his death c‘onsisled‘ of 45,000
cavalry, and onc lakh ut. Mavle 1pfantry. He ler
stables, in addition to h:()()() Y\'hlch were given
number of his elephants is variously given as 14
last figure seems to be more likely.
The most important part of the army w
state cavalry. Twenty-five troopers (Bargirs¥ fo
placed under one havaldar. There was one ji
havaldars and one ek-hazari over every ten
The highest rank in the paga was paanch-hazari
entire paga cavalry was supreme commander or
One water-carrier and one farrier were supp
(roopers.
There was another kind of cavalry call
who supplicd their own horses and arms. Tt
paga horsemen, but were under the same sy

The infantry was the next important b

Wwe have n
pesides the

: HPO" dutics an
An import

of the standar
peighbouring st
contribution. H
| tant sourg
mard reveny

‘Religious polic

nine soldiers or privates (paiks) formed a up .n'l':(;‘ug(l:na:
onc corporal, called nayak. Qver every fi Musline 1§1n a4
havaldar, over every two or three ha ald ® dowments fq
ten jumladars one hazari. Still higher rank her

Yaat-hazari there was the sar-i-nqubat of i 3
Brigade of 20,000 select Malve infantry was
dressed and armed at great cxpense of (
. It was Shivaiji’s ractice plo

invade foreign dgmitfions am;obspp ‘
months of raing in cantonment and w
;in‘t'adf: the country selected by the ki

a:d W?tg made of all (he articles in tl
2Hhicers, and when they returne.

was f(;:x':d in eXCeSS was taken by ¢
lttle hggn. 4TMY was h

age. Ng 4
Even (he King hyq \::'E:t?e‘:?‘

a0
7
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: igorous discipling and ¢y :
qtion; T8 N o re e g 4
"'”"/:‘.,islihlc in the sCV(hlLCn'.h (:Qn“".y. "\phc“y's

o5 jrres admmistration
“‘venue mMaratha revenue SCUtle
R rhe M

The .t of land by

cnt g
¢t

a : ef Shivai

Y a fixed g Stem of '“(‘"su,a&:’-' Wag
s was ascertaimned in detail and up C8lim ¢ on,
" .uf““lut ¢ ol each bighg of land, (yf ate

) ) ~ . (|

”'hc state and the “'miilmng lefy
on 0 were  given sccd. and
mlli“‘“‘"\lw\' the government in a
““\“"“‘d .d in cash or in kin
L ‘Cl“‘

) ¢ S
'?‘\ a { “Hltkrh.

t\“‘.,g'ﬂ‘ ,l:iiy\ revenue policy was ) and he wyq Against revenye
| _\hn«.d zamindars. He did not Permit the zami
ors an y exercise political authority over (he ,
pesais L« iIrs in liey of sa

0 1 Chivaji was against the grant of jag
ssible, STV d, he saw tha the

But whenever he gave agsignxx}er}ts of lan
= i o political power in t.helr Jagirs,
,ssigncyt:‘ have no means of ascertainin
w:idcs the land revenue. But th
laxcsrlbgulies and excise taxes.

R i Pt
. ource of Shivaji’s income was chauth or one

An lmpéfr;(ajntrzvenue of the country \.whx.c.:h belonged to the
f the stan dgla[es and were raided by Shivaji to lay them under
ncigbboufnng i—le used to realise the chauth every yw;&mmﬁm
conlnbut:(’:‘(')ur ce of income was sardeshmukhi or one-teath
mP(;;‘f; revenue from these states.
an

. olicy : A s gt
Ral'g-;-(::;;h an orthodox Hmfcriu, (?(?;:,a:
ol religions. He gave full. ejints ;
Mulms and respected their s v
adowments for Hindu temp}cs, ﬁ
kmitages. He built a hermltaig
mariably respected the Quranf |
it book fell into the hands o
Muligy followers to read. He l"
¢d his troops to dishonour the
by no means [riendly to Shr
yoim religion and for the
1%” "M Women and children W
'uc UIse of his raids. He n
o e stage services, in the

ldentiq| Capacity. 1
M‘flhlﬁf.aji was a devout F
shi

P-He set apart a

g the names and rates of other
€re must have beep import and

g.
S
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f emned Reahmans s gurng was ,,.__" ‘_
"4,""' Shivag derived ml&h‘ Weathon, b
il Shivaji’s state policy or admigke

inflpcnce ON . THink
am Das went onl ever = e
W::‘s ::?lﬂh:mlcm 1o hm. The .If,I‘v X : 5"‘",
,’:,, Lingdom 10 Shivajl to rule over i s | ‘.d:‘.,u
himec M n-qwmd".t" for all bis acts to s h . J u.nﬂ
and adopted the red ochre colour of Ram D, 6 | f: po ¢
[ Whaewe Thanda) “in order 1o Om that H . ".f:‘
Wty of his ascetn Lord Paramount and conds : ’i‘m
his grost Task Master's eyes” P
lly ©
Character of Shivaji | e
Shivagt was a dutiful son, attentive h ",-sﬂ‘
o hind tnend He adorned his mother, respee . "..pl
his wives and children. He was a friend ‘ e ‘.nnl
Though not cducated in the formal sense, he 3 o
well mformed. He was gifted with vedinary e e
commonscnse and the power of critica I - aad D€
mtenscly rehgrous, abstemious and free from vie “:
Hindu, he was not a religious bigot like his ¢ s
e e

and saw truth in every religion, and
Mushim. - i
He was o great military genius w o A
guerilla system of warfaterzvhlch was we
character of hus soldiers, the nature of the co
age and the internal condition of the enemi

recruited, organized, trained and discipling
irresistible in the 17th century. A great or
had everything provided beforehand durin
wdol ol hlS u)l‘ﬁc‘-y mh m ;l __fpf_{j_-»;.‘
battle. Hc.\vls the first Indian ruler in t

Uade as well as for protection,
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,r Shivaji gave ki : Rise

r S §
E creed, and opened gOVernltles
c O iration Wasbengpreerimen
' anshiP: Thc cstablishmeny 0
i ourt language and he n Coppy. 8
L Y Y m . Pre Tupy;
i '.;(Lril du“mh{lly’ Raf,l/.yat'qhar KD;:anon E:r Dom
S“"l;nhus to d;"; ,.(;p lhl‘]:.“ Nationa] | “g:;a Made p'g“?n e of
yia * Iy placed be ore himself g p; pol’tg‘e' Thyg, & SSible g,
nt‘; llcn-dczwourcd to realise it fo COmmolnlcal ideg] 1A Tuler
) chivaji Was a statesman of highgood.
.inctiV"‘ly perceive the Possibilitieg of hig lPPder
mg:l oqt i the country around him fq themf\e and g,
et o —the establishment of Hindy o l.llfllme

he Marathas to a new life ang weld Brg) In Ma

fled the clded them
2 began his task, the Mughul empire wag o th into
he he had other powerful enemies, |ike the sule{ heighy
aG]:)lkunda\, the Sidis of Janjira and the ans of B

b And yet he succeeded in the teeth of theg great?:i tthe West coast to

b s ey OPpositi

(hese POWETS: Shivajr’s greatest contribution, therefore ‘;E(;Slsttl:tn from
s the life he. breathed into the Maratha race. ’e was aesmm
cgnstrUCtiVe genius and a true ‘hero’ as king, who prove i

. . d to be a sour
of inspiration to the posterity as well as to his contemporaries, ce

“He taught the modern Hindus,” writes Sir Jadunath Sarkar, “to
fise to the full stature of their growth. Shivaji had shown that the tree.
of Hinduism is not really dead, .that it can rise from bencath the
seemingly crushing load of centuries of political bondage, that it can
put forth new leaves and branches. It can again h:_ft‘up its head to the
skies.” ’ PR |

Did Shivaji want to establish a Hindu e
for the whole of India?

The historian Sardesai i
festrict his vision to Maharas
e Hindus of the entire sub-
“Buments in support of his v
rehgl(.)'us freedom and not t
thida]l Naras Prabhu
» r;tb.y his desire to st
i i la. Maratha me 1 C
. 1deal ang ambition
o cs;;icss:hmukhi was -
" on,” (3) A
edio the gl
iourn:yd such an g
lo Agra w.

- v £ i
. 3 . LA
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366 | The Mughul Empire

rern India and to see whether j Was reade .
Northern ke, (5) His defence of hig Hn'dqn 7 to

7 \ a
Mughul 'Hhi-\ brushing aside the narrow pr?nda Car

wa loroee, , : : '
;:\.«l his re-admitting into Hindu society Hip

(hat he had placed before him a high idey) o wer€ 1

regencration of the entire Hmd‘! community, 1_ d"dth‘ and 1
Fll' ¢ with the sultans of Dakhin and the pMq £ D’d fa of on

CORIIEE : hiel d atte ‘ Jl.‘: .m nt

fight agamnsi Rajput chicls and attempted (o ﬂwcc 4 given

with them, . 3‘ ' 1‘{0 h;h(ra A}ft"

I'he above arguments do not seem to hm' o ﬂ’p‘d.“’ gve '
.nd are far from convincing. It does not require muer |

1o show that Hindu rcligi.nus autopomy in the Mugh
atter impossibility, for in practice it would haye .
smperium in imperio and therefore could not haye pag.
any ruler, much less by Aurangzeb. Although it may ke
the base of Shivaji’s Swaraj was broad cnough to emh
the whole of India, it is doubtful whether he ever. entert. of onc ano
ambition. He was a realist and not a visionary
evidence to show that he ever entertained any such am
cstablished beyond a shadow of doubt that Sk
days, all told, in his return journey from Agra t
time or opportunity to acquaint himself with ¢
India. His journey to Agra was not undertaken w
Further, it is wrong to say that he did not fight

jud proved 10 b
| yedic mantras ¢
action

an hposSibiuth

unless by this we mean fighting with the Rajpng, r Fourthly, §
and not on behalf of the Mughul emperor. There was sf Hindu orthoc

this as far as Shivaji was concerned. e - fhe importance
On the other hand, Shivaji did not take steps to .’“e ol
against the Mughuls and he only protested a
of jiziva. He maintained no contact with p
clements in Northern India, such as the J:
Sikhs. Although as a clever general he did
sentiments of Jaswant Singh and Jai Singh, h
ol an alliance with them or any other Rajput
of the Mughuls. He failed fo make use.
enthusiastic Chhatra Sal Bundela, gave hir

advised him to go back to Bundelkhand®
revolt against Aurangzeb, These facts milit
all-India Hindy cmpire., :

Causes of Shivaji’s failure to build an
There were several causes of Shivaji’s
;lalc. In the first place, his rei W&l:i very
hf:dwas engaged aﬁ through in Ling w
tad very little time for consoliﬂ’ﬂ_llliﬁws

Jadunath Saykyy . Shivzj; and His Time
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'xr' T ""I.M o

R"
2 1\[1‘”," Ih(‘ Cl\nllll]n“ l\f ‘he .o'"'.
'wl: (hat it could be reformey a
sut" enerations ol .-,-Cm(““
O

a Aung to his waran or hc\:::;‘kefs. ;‘:g"hpﬂﬁemz:.g‘
e - were more 1 I\'ﬂ'n Ong Claim‘;: -
o |3mil\ and ”“C d.“l,Mml of the at'ldu -
Ji " ent of one owner by anothe, by tham“ng 'het' the
'\‘Ir‘auad }1“'“", rise to C()n‘\;[an[ diSputc" 80\4(-,'
b Mhira After (h'c.cslahhshmem of lf: ong 'S OF Sultag
it ive his (!Ccmnn about diSputed “: S“memac; S[:‘eople n
’ 1:.~3thnlt‘d suitors ranged themgg) arans wiy -

5 o e o VES agai v § r :
¢ -h as the sultans of Bija 8AINSt himy a0 OOt thay | ¥
.am'bs. A\u‘ g S S 4 pur and Go]k aﬂd Jn"ne 4 ' s
41_3“_ had, lhtrdol;?’ ln;) tonly to fight i cnen‘:inda oy ng::: B
éi jC [hroughoul 1S 11I¢C. Cs, bu‘ also Ak . 1' ’H
p(l (M

hirdly, in l}m 17_th century, people in
Ta were divided into minute . Mah
*" .« onc another. The Brahmans desp;
qrds onc ano § despised the non-Br |
“Srahmang 4ng -

themselves torn by such. divisions amon  the !
ﬁcxoﬂkan Brahmans, Chitpavans and Kgr ahd:‘g“ﬁwh&m g
gother and meted out an uncharitable trea © hey hated one !

! . tment even (o .
w proved to be their saviour, and did not alloy 1,‘0 Shivaji who
wdc mantras at his coronation. The implacable preju
qumon action difficult, and real and permanent natio

umpossibility. i
Fourthly, Shivaji’s political success
{Hindu orthodoxy. The upper clas
kmportance given to them in the
% lile of ceremonial purity whie '
smogenous life of the poor. The resu
 classes of the Maratha so

", “Shivaji’s political success
5...In proportion as Shivaji’
Oru?0(10’()', it contained withi
f .uimall){, whereas Maharash
o O it political indepel
o Eanized attempt

by, ! Intellect and @
iy ‘;fbllt;“/cr and took li
'y (e exg[li)gslc failur
lyg, 8 and &
" death, tne

g n()n Shi\lq Ea
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