their court ceremonies, dress and etiquette produced such , which,
spectacular effect upon the people that the system with its ceremonijaly | (Conse!
was borrowed by semi-independent Hindu rajas and became part ang the g0
parcel of Indian life. The Mughul fondness for elegant dress, luxurioys S
articles of food and new styles of crockery, perfumes, music and dance, ne
was imitated by upper- -class Hindus. This brought the leading Hlndu d?g:,al
families in the land in line with the Mughul aristocracy. ;’);ctml

Causes of the fall of the Mughul Empire
The first and foremost cause of the downfall of the Mughul
empire was the progressive deterioration in the character of the later
Mughul emperors. The Mughul government was a centralized
despotism. In such a system of government everythmg depends upon
the personality and character of the reigning sovereign ; if he happens §
to be strong and efficient, the administration goes on well : but if
contrary is the case, his weakness is reflected in every branch of {
government and thmgs invariably go wrong. The first six Mughul
emperors were men of ability and strength of character. '-
But Aurangzeb’s successors from Bahadur Shah I to Bahadur
Shah II were mere nonentities with little personal ability and
strength of will. For this Aurangzeb was to a great extent responsxble‘
his life was so prologned that his second son succeeded him at the age
of sixty-two and his grandson became ruler at fifty-one, when they sg '
little energy or ambition left in them. Moreover, he was suspicious of
his sons that he cast two of them into prison and surrounded them all
by spies who reported to him their plans and designs and prevent‘
the development in them of initiativ: enterprise and a sense 0
responsibility. His successors acceles the process of deterioration
by keeping the princes at court and not allowing them an opportunit
of acquiring a practical knowledge of administration, d:plmaey n
war in distant provinces. &
The Mughul princes in the 18th century degenerated i
puppets in the hands of the nobles. Bahadur Shah I whe
Aurangzeb was popularly called_a “heedless king”.
Jahandar Shah was a profligate fool ; Farrukh-Siyar
cowardly prince of the Mughul house and M
known as “Rangila”. Ahmad Shah and his succe:
than tools in the hands of their selfish and unsecr
was not possible for such incompetent men, °

themselves to manage the affairs of an empﬁ

The next cause of the decline and
degeneration of the Mughul nobility. Tt

of Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan
Munim Khan, Muzaffar Khan :
Itimad-ud-daula and Mabab&t ]
But with decline in the ck
also set in the cl‘mwtﬂf'
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prosenee of many w"men|?n 'l‘;"i lostereq luxury and giorh and
whivhe i thedr tagy, Nndermined (hejy cpo raged deba e
Comsequently, physical eir charactey love i

e poverning claggey, | 40d intellectyg| a,,,.,,,,"',,_’,"‘“m-

S Jadunath Sark
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depencration hardly g Bhtly obseryes that on

_ wld g |
slicial importance for more (yh:;"(:::':'“‘; ::W family retain its

Dictionary of the My ations. If, in the
nobleman's ncMte\mu'ncngttn\qll.m;':rB mzlo“n :l."! %M .
wsually occupied nearly one page, and the - ‘hl ce pages, his son’s
a few lines such as the&e, ‘that he :ﬂd lwl.hh:rwu th ‘:.M -
here " The Turks, the Alghans, the Persi hqnm“

Mushims

forgotten that the Turks and ans are mﬂﬂy‘ military people
who could not but dmm:t?h when little work n: active military
conguest was left for them to do. And when the |

bothe judge and rewarder of merit, the nobles had
mont or incentive to die for the mpim

The third important cause was the demoralization of the Mughul
ctov which by its origin and composition was weak and defective. It
consisted chiefly of contingents remiudnd-ﬂnhdh& ugh
ofhicers and nobles who were assigned revenues of large tracts of the
country for their maintenance, On IMNO‘M &c:ﬁﬂ ~
woked upon his mansabdar as hhehidildiﬂlt i
was no touch between the emperor and the “ ”‘“ﬂl b Ty 7
wore paid by their commander or mansabdar ar Wec-wsere. St
the rnyal Lreasury. , P ol
swalem were  aggra
SUCCOSSOrS,

As the authority
tobles or officers of the
they held for maintaining 1 e oy Y
left the cmpemm - s, on
him to assert his hdars becam
mperial authority the ',—l. fi - d
that a comnllw bt “( » ,
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51 on of duty. For these reasons the army whxchhu they sat d
he extreme corners of the country gp they Wl

and the Helmand in Centra) Asi;, 1755. The

ffence and defence. wb b another fj
ain € the empire o

. another main Cause of the fall o Pire must je Fifth

- 'hi(:j“rtt:l)i’(sdnc(,conomic bankruptcy. Akbar had established 5, ~ Hindus, w

;Tbu"l(qble financial system under which the country hac! prospered, the the fall of
. ment had become rich and the people had led fa:rl): comfortahly ~ religion

i < this arrangement deteriorated. The  race or:

‘ves. Under his successor e o
lL;‘c;:andsnmade by the government upon the producer became so he Rajputs,
that the latter succumbed under them. On the contrary, the and bl

d huge sums of money in rewarding energy and i.ngm : to the ex
Zﬁlgllg){eeiie in ungproductive work. Akbar’s revenue system vyhzch d::z

directly with the tillers of the soil began to fall into disuse in the time

of his son and grandson. It was mostly abandoned under Aur

and his successors who farmed out the land to contractors. The result
was that the direct demand on the producers was greatly increased
and the reward that fell to their share was reduced “tp a ﬁ.gm at
which it ceased to offer an adequate incentive to productive toil.” This
became clear in the time of Shah Jahan. “All the writers of the time,”
observes William Foster, ‘extol the splendour of his (Sha!l Jahan’s)
court, the liberality of his rules, and his personal popu!anty‘ At the
<ame time, they do not conceal the fact that this splendid facade “ﬁa*‘
a crumbling interior. Such extravagant expenditure was a crushing -

burden upon the resources of the country ; while the venality of the
ddwe

inflicted for derelicti
carried the
even beyond 10
hecame useless tor ©

officials and the tyrannical caprice of the Mughul governors a
the misery of the people, who had little or no means of o

redress.”

Shah Jahan increased the state demand to one-half
produce of the soil and as the revenue demand rose, the pro
fell in the same proportion. The cultivators began deser
ficlds, but they were compelled by force to carry on the cult
Bankruptcy began to stare the Mughul government in the £
times of Aurangzeb and his successors who had to fight m
gain the throne and retain it. The economic collapse came I
of Alamgir 11 (1754-1759) who was starved and the reve
the royal privy-purse-estate were usurped by the unser
Imad-ul-Mulk. A month and a half after his accession, Al
no suitable conveyance to enable him to ride in processic

and he had to walk on foot from the harem to the 8
the fort. g

The historian Sir Jadunath S ites that ‘
; . § arkar writes that

k.mdlcd n the harem kitchen for three days, and
g()u}l]d bear starvation no longer and in rar
rushed out of the palace to the city ; bﬂl

"

":i.:, o

W. Foster : English Factories in India (165 5
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[Ee;' were persuaded to go back to thejy roo e o
%% The wonder is that the banky ms.”" This happened i

55, The upt
Inonhcr fifty years. Pt Mughu government lageq fo,
Fifthly,

Rajputs, as re!iable defenders of his throne.

nd his three immedi .

i v e o e e, i Mgl b

heart .of Centfal Asia. But Aurangzeb rcimpos:d lgasnliiféiloj;;;(; t(l:g

the HmdLlS, 1;11§trusted the Rajputs and made an unworthy attempt to

convert the heir to the gaddi of Marwar to Islam. Hence, the Rajputs

were alienated and were determined to fight the Mughul oppressor.

The Rathors and the Sisodias remained practically in rebellion till the

downfall of the empire. Their example was followed by the Bundelas /

and the S1k.hs. The Jats were, of course, the first to lodge a strong

protest against the policy of religious persecution and to attack the 'rl

Mughul district officer of Mathura who had built a mosque on the site

of a sacred Hindu temple known as Abdun-Nabi’s Mosque, and was

abducting Hindu girls. The Jat rebellion with temporary breaks

remained a sore in the side of the Mughul empire and did not come J

to an end even after the establishment of the independent Jat kingdom J
)
L

of Bharatpur. The Sikhs under Guru Govind Singh vowed vengeance
against the Mughuls for the emperor’s brutally putting the ninth guru
Tegh Bahadur to death. He converted his followers into a militant sect
by establishing the famous Khalsa which became a potent factor in the

downfall of Aurangzeb’s dynasty.
rpate heresy in Islam, Aurangzeb

1 ‘. his desire to exti : : ngze
gmzli)gstl I:hc ghias with as much bitterness as ggamst the Hmdus. ,

ElPt:: ebi;;i\gtcd emperor not only discriminated against the Shias (on
account of their belief in the here

Caliphate) in the matte

. L 1 hOOlS, . .
e tcacm;;f'gfédt l;z:of:rs, able admmlstratgrs‘o:f

atters relating s “and

to finance. Th
of Akbar, Jahangir

Aurangzeb an
Mughul empire-

proficient in Wal & ©
Many Shia-Sunai mg sult

the Sunnis. The £5
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ntral Asia €
of lack ©

Aurangzeb’s

to an end, but that in India alsg ;
0fmpea(ronage and of active hosﬁlity. lt"a;

Dakhin policy which caugeq |

: ined the Mughul ppa. ¢

_ : st soldiers and undermine 2hul pregy;

deslrust;:.n;;: tgsnt;fiqbuted materially to the dé)\énflakll of his dyztg’

beyond repair, 0 chia kingdoms Of Bilapur B0 e TR Wageq
e des dless war of extermination against the arathas. Thig Obhm

a long, endless elf-defence, and when succesg

' - tins
he hardy Marathas to figh ;
:OL[hem they were encouraged (0 take up the offensive, crog

. vade the Mughul provinces 1n Northern Indig.
g?;gllid?na?\crio:?h:rn India W%,re already allena;_ed by Aur Th:
policy of religious persecution and the Hlndlu (l)lf 1c;=irs and v gl
the empire were either - different or secretly hostile to the Mughy no able a
cause. This was the opportunity of the Marathas. They appealed 1 4 well-

the common religious sentiments of Rajputs, the Bundelas and of the M ull
Hindus who secretly allied themselves with Baji Rao when the latter M 4

talent from Ce
killed on account

Seventhly,

boldly proceeded to execute his policy of striking at the withering

of the Mughul empire in the belief that after the fall of that ¢
| Muslim dynasties would fall off them:

the independent provincia . ‘
Thus, within thirty-one years of Aurangzeb’s death, his successors
to wage war with the Sikhs, Jats, Bundelas, Rathors, Kachhwahas

e of military value was left on their

Sisodias and no Hindu trib
“The Hindus,” writes Sir Jadunath Sarkar, “not only ceased
became open enemies ag:

vassals of the later Mughuls, but
large forces had to be *diverted by the emperor in his day
from foreign invasion.” '
Eighthly, the formation of hostile cliques at the court
of the later Mughul emperors, when they were faced with ir
external dangers, undermined the solidarity of the /e
brought about the fall of the empire. It was expe
moment of danger and difficulty, Muslim nobility
united front against the foreign invaders, like Nadt
Shah Abdali, against internal rebels like the Jats, th
Marathas. But this was impossible under a
monarch who did not possess the requisite qu
hence the courtiers turned their backs upo: |
at the court. The nobles at the court of th
were divided into two main factions, the
faction and the Irani or Persian facti
while the Iranis were Shias. The ¢
Nadir Shah’s invasion were Asaf
Ud-(.ﬁn Khan who WEre oppo
Amir Khan, Ishaq Khan an g
so bitterly hostile to eac
mterest of the emm a

*

W. Trvine - lat’g"* A ‘
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