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From the Principal I Chief Editor’s Desk,

Since 2009, Aureole, the peer reviewed academic Journal published by Barasat Government College, has
left an indelible mark in the field of intellectual discourses.

One word of explanation is necessary here. In case the number of articles exceeds our limit, a few might
have to be put on reserve. However, care should be taken so that those be published in the next issue. The
selection of articles is made on strict basis of academic and innovative ideas and is dedicated in the field of
humanities.

As a peer reviewed journal, we try our best to Reep the standard high. The reviewers, all eminent scholars in
their own fields, give thorough consideration to every aspect of the articles under scrutiny. The end result
is, we hope, a journal that can stand out in the field of intellectual discourse and development.

Our contributors too have made the necessary rectifications and amendments in their articles at very short

notice. A special word of thanks to our editorial team who spent hours completing the necessary work, in
order to get the journal into shape.

Yours obediently tenders his apology for any mistakes that might have been overlooked. We welcome words
of advice and suggestions from our readers, other stakeholders and contributors to accelerate the Journal to

a greater academic height.

Barasat Dr. Samar Chattopadhyay
Principal & Chief Editor
(West Bengal Senior Education Service)
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Abstract: Salman Rushdie is a pioneering voice and a page setter in the field of post-colonial Indo-Anglian
fiction, as well as the novels of Indian Diaspora. His novels since nineteen eighties introduced a new way of
looking into the history of the sub continent and review post-colonial history from the perspectives of the
marginals. His works including the “Midnight’s Children” and “Imaginary Homelands’, brings into foreground
various complex issues and unexplored trends of socio-political history of India since the partition of 1947. In
the “Midnight’s Children” he constructs the narrative in a pattern of juxtaposition of his personal life history and
the history of the new born nation. The question of fragmented identity of his protagonist and the progress of the
nation through a tumultuous socio-political upheaval, becomes the central point of exploration and debate in his
“Midnight’s Children”. This article seeks to analyze Rushdie’s complex exploration and pre-occupation with the
mysterious bond between the life of the protagonist and that of the nation. The article also attempts to
foreground the narrative parallel between the life of the protagonist and the land in transition. It emphasizes the
authors concern with “ tyranny of history and time”.

Keywords: Postcolonial identity, Marginality, Transition, Diaspora, History, Partition.

Introduction

Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children is a revolutionary milestone in the
contemporary Indo-Anglican fiction and the fictions of Indian Diaspora. With the publication
of Midnight’s Children(1981) Indian English fiction achieved a new impetus and a fresh
dimension as the novel signals a clear sign of emancipation of Indian English novels from the

traditional theme and subject matter.
Discussion

In Midnight’s Children the author invents an ingeniously complex narrative pattern
with the help of modern western fictional techniques like magic realism of Gabriel Garcia
Marques, Gunter Grass and others. The novel thus becomes a trend setter for the
contemporary postcolonial Indian writing in English. The book is read as an allegory of
Indian national history or a fictionalized presentation of the nation’s story from a subaltern
perspective. Through the personal life history of Saleem Sinai, the author’s spokesman,
Rushdie dramatizes the history of Indian subcontinent encompassing the turbulent time of pre
independence, birth of the nation and the growth and maturation of the new nation from 1947

to the time of Emergency.
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Saleem’s version of history clearly establishes a symbolic connection with the
history of the nation as the two develops simultaneously. Saleem’s personalized impression
to the major shifts in national history and his ambiguous response to its decisive events
constitute an alternative rendering beyond the established historical scholarship. Thus Saleem
Sinai and his sensitive response to the colonial/postcolonial history of the nation unlocks very
many dark unheeded chambers of our national history that accounts for his retailing history
from below and reviewing the trends from the margin. Thus the Midnight’s Children is an
exemplary text in the rich gallery of post modern fiction not only for Rushdie’s innovative
narrative technique, but also for his sincere attempt to constitute a parallel historical counter
discourse, rendered vibrant and intensely humane through the personal receptivity of his

extraordinarily gifted protagonist.

The problem of identity in the case of Saleem as well as of India which is hinted
at in the very beginning of the novel, constitutes Rushdie’s major thematic debate in the
novel. The symbolic as well as metaphorical connection between the problematic identity of
Saleem as well as of the nation strengthens the psycho-social bond between the nation and
the greatest of the midnight’s children. The course of events in Saleem’s life epitomizes the
achievements and failure of the new born nation in the process of its becoming a modern

welfare nation state.

The story of Saleem Sinai is symbolically and metaphorically linked to the
history of Indian subcontinent. The symbolic connection between the two is established from
the very beginning of the novel that enables Rushdie as well as his protagonist to provide the
narrative with a steady pace and a sustained tempo. Saleem himself opens his account by

saying:

I had been mysteriously handcuffed to history, my destinies indissolubly chained to

those of my country. For the next three decades, there was to be no escape. (P.3)

The indication is clear from this revelatory statement as to which direction the course of the
narrative is going to take. With his instinctive inner power Saleem realizes that for him,
history is paradoxically a tyrannical chain of slavery and a redemptive passport to freedom.
Saleem is not an ordinary child but a baby with certain extraordinary endowments. The
moment of his birth is also significantly linked to the birth of free India that is exactly the 12
O’clock of the midnight of 14 — 15" August 1947. The metaphor of the birth of new India as

well as of Saleem Sinai at the Narlikar’s Nursing Home of Bombay becomes more powerful
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from the title Midnight’s Children that suggests the birth of a human being after the trauma of
labour pain and the birth of a nation from the tumultuous gorge of nocturnal darkness of

history. Saleem says-

I was born in Doctor Narlikar’s Nursing Home on August 15th, 1947. And the time?
The time matters, too. Well then: at night. No, it’s important to be more...On the
stroke of midnight, as a matter of fact. Clock-hands joined palms in respectful
greeting as [ came. Oh, spell it out, spell it out: at the precise instant of India’s arrival

at independence, I tumbled forth into the world. (P.3)

Saleem’s narrative account of the growth of Indian history after the much debated
independence, is often considered by commentators as ‘a subaltern representation of history’.
For instance Gayatri Chakroborty Spivak in one of her famous essay put forward the
sensitizing questions ‘can the subaltern speak? [in Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children]’. The

answer is obviously ambiguous — simultaneously yes and no.

Saleem’s fragmented identity and hybridity adds to his narrative another
complexity that remains unresolved till the end of his life as well as the narrative. It links his
fate more powerfully to the destiny of the subcontinent, for the latter, also encounters similar
crisis of fragmented identity and hybridity due to the stigma of partition that bifurcates the
subcontinent geographically, culturally as well as historically. Saleem, though an endowed
midnight child, born on the auspicious moment of the birth of free India (at 12’0 clock 14™
August,1947) has to face the similar disastrous obliteration like millions of unidentified
marginals who are swept aside by upheavals in the life of nation. Saleem had to face serious
psychophysical set back through a series of misfortunes that brought him down into a life in
death existence. It is perhaps the worst tragic irony in the novel that the child whose birth was
a welcome event by the then political thinkers like Nehru, ends up becoming a ruined soul
and nameless marginal, the ‘Buddha’ in disgust and disillusionment. From this point of view
Saleem’s account is obviously the subterranean version of ‘history from the margin’.
Saleem’s role in the novel is that of the omniscient narrator and the prime mover of the
action. In Saleem’s complex thread of the narrative, time past and time present are juxtaposed

and his story shifts backward and forward in movement.

The central story line goes as follows : Born at the stroke of midnight on the day of
India’s independence, the life of Saleem Sinai is permanently handcuffed to the history of his

nation. Narrated by a thirty year old Saleem to his partner and colleague Padma, Midnights
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Children charts the story of his life throughout the tumultuous history of India’s journey to

independence and partition and beyond.

As mention earlier, Saleem was not only linked to the troubled period of history, but
also was born with extraordinary endowment and sensitivity. The greatest irony of the
narrative lies in the fact that Saleem’s hidden talents and instincts becomes powerfully
assertive when he lost his memory by an unfortunate accident. While articulating the
narrative, Saleem intermingles the events from the documented national history and his
imaginative account of certain incidents that cut across his life. Starting with his
grandfather’s return to the Kashmir region of India in 1915, Saleem counts down the history
of his family and of his nation, migrating across time and across India until the story
converges on the moment of his birth in Dr Narlikar’s Nursing Home in Bombay on 15
August 1947. Heralded by prophecies and the press as the chosen child of midnight, Saleem,
already overwhelmed by the expectations laid on him, discovers he is imbued with the special
power of telepathy, and is able to connect with each child born in the midnight hour of 15
August 1947. Using these powers to converse with the other children, each in possession of
their own supernatural powers, Saleem develops the Midnight Children’s Conference,

through which we see many of the problems faced by the growing Indian nation.

The cultural, linguistic, religious and political differences faced by such a vastly
diverse nation are shared by the 1,001 children of the midnight hour; most notably Saleem
whose every action seems to alter the course of Indian history and development. As a young
child he encounters the language riots, sparking their future war cry with a childish song he
sings to marchers. Later he is present as his uncle General Zulfikar arranges the 1958 coup

against the Pakistani government and ushers in a period of martial law across the country.

Endowed with this special telepathic power, Salim arranges the Midnight
Conferences with other midnight’s children, where they discuss various crisis and challenges
that the new born nation was confronting. This instinctive power of feeling and telepathic
communication, become at once a way of redemption and a tyranny of oppression for

Saleem.

Thus Saleem, in his attempt of constructing a counternarrative of history, often relies
on his memory, which fades in and fades out at regular interval. Hence, Saleem’s story is
sometimes fabricated and told from his personal point of view. The protagonist articulates the
complex journey of the nation, through different phases of socio-political turmoil, from

Partition to the troubled period of Emergency. Saleem’s narrative comes to an abrupt end, as
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his short yet eventful journey ends all on a sudden. As the country encounters another
turbulent period in her journey, Saleem’s symbolic role as a choric commentator ceases.
Conclusion

To conclude, Rushdie constructs his narrative in such a way, that the interlinked
account of Saleem and the Nation is harmoniously and artistically juxtaposed. Saleem gets
back his additional endowment at various critical turn of events in his life, and the account of
the country. To conclude, Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children, marks a decisive transformation in
the vast genre of the Indian Diasporic writing. It remains an exemplary text, that heralds the
subsequent works of the area into a renaissant dawn, with its nuanced narrative pattern,
superb artistic interweaving of realism and imagination, personal and the national saga at
large. Saleem’s rendering of the historical counter-discourse from the context of marginals,

makes the text a fascinating and multilayered text with a variety of interpretative possibilities.
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Abstract: The Indian Sundarbans are an endangered ecosystem with a specific bio geographical composition
that is vulnerable to natural disasters. The goal of this study was to assess the existing socioeconomic
vulnerability of the rural population and to identify the important elements that enhance the degree
of vulnerability and validate them using an Artificial Neural Network (ANN) prediction model in some selected
villages with 160 households in the Gosaba Block. The present research employed an integrated vulnerability
method, which combines socioeconomic and biophysical aspects. The exposure, adaptive capacity, and
sensitivity index were calculated. Based on this criteria, 156 households (97.5%) had an extremely high
vulnerability score, whereas 4 households (2.5%) had a moderate vulnerability rating. Income generation
sources from remittances, Proximity of market, Age of the respondent, Family size, Building social network,
Storm surges, Subsidiary sources of household income Dwelling years, Increased temperature, Embankment
breaching and status of earning are all significant predictors of socioeconomic vulnerability. As a result, a
policy initiative should focus on improving existing social and financial capital, ensuring easy access to local

government, and encouraging community-based activities.

Keywords: Vulnerability, exposure, adaptive capacity, sensitivity, Artificial Neural Network (ANN)
Introduction

The anticipated repercussions of climate change and its effects are projected to
have significant ramifications on both communities and economies (Ajani, et al., 2013) [1].
The susceptibility of households, especially in rural communities, is significantly affected by
the existing climate shocks and strains (Manandhar et al., 2011; Shah et al., 2013; Sujakhu,
2018)[2-4]. Vulnerability arises from the interplay of biophysical causes, including climate
exposure, and the sensitivity and adaptive capability of the system (Shah et al., 2013)[3]. The
susceptibility of rural households is attributed to a mix of economic, environmental, and
social factors, in addition to their exposure to climate extremes and gradual changes in

climatic circumstances (Nelson 2011; Goodrich et al., 2017)[5-6]. Artificial neural networks
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(ANNSs) can also recognize complex patterns in data sets that computational formulas cannot
(Vicente et al., 2011; Aradag et al., 2017; Taormina et al., 2015; Hajihassani et al., 2015;
Chau, 2007) [7-11]. Our study aimed to precisely assess the existing socioeconomic
vulnerability of the rural population, with a focus on the impact of environmental, economic,
and social variables such as exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity on the degree of
vulnerability at the local level in specific villages of the Gosaba Block. The primary objective
of this paper is to clarify the key factors that amplify the level of vulnerability through the
utilization of an Artificial Neural Network (ANN) prediction model. Additionally, we sought
to validate this assessment using ANN, which will enable fruitful discussions among
researchers, local governments, and stakeholders. Ultimately, this will contribute to more

comprehensive assessments and the development of effective adaptation strategies.

Specific Problem to study

The Indian Sundarbans are located in the province of West Bengal along the
eastern coast of India. The region's mean elevation is considerably low, with the islands
typically measuring 3—8 meters in height and being completely submerged in tidal surges
(Hazra et al. 2002)[12]. The fundamental groundwork for developing the required abilities
and policies for climate-resilient development has been established at the national level, there
is still a lack of comprehensive studies and scientific input on the impacts and vulnerability of
climate change, particularly at the local level. Local governments and communities play a
crucial role in adapting to climate change by organizing strategies to address local effects,
facilitating communication between individual and communal efforts to reduce susceptibility,
and overseeing the distribution of resources to support adaptation (Agrawal, 2010)[13].We
selected the villages of Gosaba Block as our study area due to their geographical location

(Figure 1).
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Methodology

The present study employs a descriptive-analytic approach and utilizes survey
data acquired from households residing within the designated study area. In the very initial
phase of village selection in the Gosaba Block, multistage cluster sampling was implemented.
At first, the Block's GPs were divided into two strata: adjacent to the forest perimeter and
connected to the mainland. Villages were selected from each of these strata using a
simple random sampling lottery method. Our sample households (n=160) were drawn from
the villages of Mathurakhand (n=22), Pakhiralay (n=39), Satjelia (n=38), Lahiripur (n=28),

Kumirmari (n=33).

The Overall Vulnerability Index

We investigated socioeconomic vulnerability in some selected villages of
Gosaba Block utilizing its major components and site-specific sub-indicators in this study.
Major variables, namely environment, economic, and social were used to examine the degree
of exposure, adaptive capacity and sensitivity. A technique for generating composite indices
using Principal components analysis (PCA) is to apply the "eigenvalue-greater-than-one"
rule, as given by Kaiser (Kaiser, 1960)[14].Exposure,Adaptive capacity, Sensitivity Index
were formulated by weightage of each indicator initial eigenvalues with percentage of
variance. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2012)[15] developed the
vulnerability index, which is defined as the overall result of adaptation capability (socio-

economic) and sensitivity/exposure (biophysical):
Vulnerability = (Adaptive capacity) — (Sensitivity+ Exposure)...... Equation 1

A household is less susceptible to the effects of climate change when its adaptive capacity
outweighs its sensitivity and exposure, and vice versa. Exposure and sensitivity were both
given negative values for determining the direction of association, or sign, of vulnerability
indicators. The rationale is that, assuming continuous adaptive capacity, households with high
exposure to climate shocks are more vulnerable to damage. It follows that lower vulnerability
is indicated by a greater net value and vice versa. Based on the value of their vulnerability
index, each individual household in this case was assigned a category: (1) highly vulnerable,
indicating that the difference between sensitivity/exposure and adaptive capacity is
significant negative; (2) moderately vulnerable, indicating that the difference between

sensitivity/exposure and adaptive capacity is almost zero.
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Artificial Neural Network (ANN)

The IBM SPSS 26 version was applied to test the accuracy of the multilayer

perceptron (MLP) neural network functions. As an experiment, the different partition rates of

the dataset were randomly assigned for training, testing, and holdout such as ANN1 = 70%—
30%—0%, ANN2 =80%—-20%—-0%, ANN3 = 60%—-40%—0%, and for model building and to

find out the weight training dataset has been used. Testing data is utilized to prevent

overtraining during training mode and to identify errors. The model is validated using the

holdout data. To perform training, all covariates were normalized using the formula

(xmin)/(maxmin), whose values should be between 0 and 1, and only data from the training

set was used. Variables used to build the ANN are based on exposure, adaptive capacity and

sensitivity components along with associated variables of Gosaba block (Table 1).

Table 1

Variables used for Computing Vulnerability Index and ANN

Variable’s code

Description of Measurement

Exposure
component

Variable
Environment

nature and extent of local environmental change for the last 10 to 20 years,
nature and extent of local environmental change for the last 10 to 20 years
affecting livelihoods (measured on a scale of 1-7), potential environmental
threats (frequent cyclones, storm surges, heavy rainfall, coastal erosion,
riverbank erosion, embankment breaching, and increased temperature) in
our community (1 as the least serious threat to 6 as the most serious threat).

Adaptive capacity

Component

Variable
Economic

Main and Subsidiary sources of household income, distance to markets
(absolute distance), income generation from remittances, profit generation
from agriculture and livestock (on a scale of 1-7 building a social network
to maintain the social safety net to fight against the environment, the nature
of trust in neighbours (on a scale of 1-7).

Sensitivity
Component

Variable
Social

Sex, age of the respondent, experiences of living in the area, number of
family members (male and female), number of dependent members on
earning members, power, water security and stability and sanitation in the
locality (on a scale of 1-7).

Source: Computed by Authors
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New Insights or Views

The present research attempted to assess socioeconomic vulnerability in five
villages in Gosaba Block. A field-based micro-level study helps us better comprehend the
complexities of socioeconomic vulnerability. A village-level vulnerability assessment also
provides the local government with information about place-based needs and priorities,
allowing them to make location-specific decisions. Overall, settlements in the Indian
Sundarbans remain vulnerable in terms of basic infrastructure. In this circumstance, any
climate extremes will increase their susceptibility, perhaps resulting in the loss of livelihoods,
properties, and even lives. To increase resilience, individuals should implement various
tactics. To increase people's adaption, the welfare of the residents should be prioritized
(Biswas and Nautiyal,2020) [16]. Social capital has been shown to play a crucial role in

adaptation (Le 2019) [17].

Results and Discussion
The Overall Vulnerability Index

The aggregate vulnerability index was calculated by adding the composite
vulnerability sub-indices for exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity (Equation 1).Based
on this methodology, 156 households (97.5%) exhibited an extremely high vulnerability
index, whereas 4(2.5%) households demonstrated a moderate vulnerability index (Figure 2).
The vulnerability analysis methods suggested by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) in 2012 identified Mathurakhand, Pakhiralay, Satjelia, Lahiripur, and
Kumirmari villages in Gosaba block as needing urgent attention to reduce vulnerability
levels. These villages have shown a significant level of vulnerability and sensitivity with
minimal adaptability. The sensitivity domain comprises social variables. Societies with an
aging population, larger families, and fewer years of residency are at the biggest risk in the
stratification of a socio-ecological system. Increased family size or a larger number of
individuals from dependent populations can strain the resources allocated per person. The
average household size in all villages varies from four to six individuals, showing minimal
variation between the five villages. Adaptive capacity and vulnerability have an inverse

relationship.
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Artificial Neural Network (ANN)

The primary objective of this study was to assess the predictive capabilities of
a Multi-Layer Perceptron (MLP) neural network in determining the influence of
environmental, economic and social variables of the components exposure, sensitivity and
adaptive capacity on the degree of vulnerability. The summary for the designed models
provides information regarding the training (and testing) and holdout samples. During the
training phase, the neural network minimizes its error function. The ANN3 model was found
to have the lowest cross-entropy error (.008), indicating the model's ability to predict the
influence of exposure, sensitivity and adaptive capacity on the degree of vulnerability.
According to the research findings, the ANN3 model generated 0% of erroneous forecasts on
the training and testing samples, respectively. The training procedure was carried out until
one consecutive step occurred in which the error function did not decrease.

Table 2 shows the importance of independent factors in the ANN3 model.
Income from remittances has the biggest impact on the MLP neural network's ability to

predict the vulnerability level. Other important factors include market proximity, respondent's
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age, family size, social network development, storm surges, supplementary household income
sources, duration of residence, rising temperatures, breach of embankments, and income

status.

Table 2
Independent variable importance
Variables ANNI1 ANN2 ANN3
70%-30%-0% 80%-20%-0% 60%-40%-0%
Importa Normalized  Importance  Normalized Importance  Normalized
nce Importance Importance Importance
Income from remittances 0.037 63.0% 0.064 100.0% 0.063 100.0%
Proximity to markets 0.040 68.2% 0.061 95.2% 0.056 89.4%
Age 0.051 86.6% 0.055 86.1% 0.055 87.1%
Family size 0.040 67.8% 0.048 75.9% 0.052 83.4%
Building social network 0.042 70.6% 0.042 67.2% 0.052 83.3%
Storm surges 0.050 83.9% 0.045 71.4% 0.051 80.5%
Subsidiary sources of 0.036 60.4% 0.030 47.3% 0.050 80.0%
household income
Dwelling years 0.059 100% 0.057 89.7% 0.049 78.3%
Increased Temperature 0.047 79.4% 0.035 54.5% 0.049 77.8%
Embankment breaching 0.046 78.2% 0.048 76.2% 0.048 75.9%
Status of Earning 0.050 84.7% 0.040 62.9% 0.044 70.8%
Heavy Rainfall 0.045 76.2% 0.032 50.3% 0.040 63.8%
Environmental changes 0.046 77.1% 0.040 63.0% 0.040 63.0%
affecting livelihoods
Frequent cyclone 0.046 78.2% 0.038 60.4% 0.038 61.1%
Profit from Agriculture and 0.039 66.5% 0.034 53.3% 0.038 60.6%
Livestock
Trust in Neighbours 0.040 67.3% 0.044 68.7% 0.037 59.2%
Local environmental Change 0.033 55.5% 0.029 45.5% 0.037 58.4%
Water and sanitation security 0.044 73.6% 0.050 78.8% 0.034 54.6%
Electric/Power security 0.047 78.6% 0.043 67.3% 0.034 54.0%
Main source of household 0.052 87.0% 0.040 63.4% 0.033 52.2%
income
Riverbank erosion 0.042 70.9% 0.037 57.9% 0.029 46.1%
Number of dependent members 0.027 45.1% 0.037 58.6% 0.028 44.0%
on earning members
Coastal erosion 0.029 49.4% 0.036 57.2% 0.025 40.1%
Gender/Sex 0.011 19.2% 0.014 22.1% 0.019 29.5%

Source: Computed by Authors

Conclusion

A village-level vulnerability assessment clearly highlights the socio-economic
pressures and requirements. Risk assessment should be applied to the entire Indian
Sundarbans region. Local governments should prioritize villages with higher risk scores. It is
crucial to recognize the unique requirements of the intricate socio-ecological system of the
Indian Sundarbans at the national level. Separate action plans are necessary for these regions

when formulating national policies related to disaster management, social welfare, or
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resource management. The national government should ensure proper decentralization of
governance to empower local governments to address their own objectives.
More investigation is needed to gain a deeper understanding of the actions done and to
provide more sustainable alternatives. Vulnerability levels fluctuate over time (McLaughlin
et al. 2002; Blaikie et al. 2005) [18-19]. Therefore, conducting comprehensive long-term

research of a certain location is necessary to determine its vulnerability more accurately.
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Abstract: Nelson Goodman, a noted constructivist-antirealist believes, no philosophical progress is made, by
arguments that advert to something we know not what. He rejects the idea that there is a world, which is
separate and distinct from, any description of it. We can know the world only through some description or
depiction of it. So nothing intelligible can be said about the world independent of world-versions. In effect,
discarding the dichotomies between reality and appearance, between scheme and content, between noumena and
phenomena, Goodman drops the idea of an uninterpreted world from all discourse. According to him, any
attempt to drive a conceptual wedge between objects as such (reality) and object as represented (appearance)
fails. Perception is always conceptual and ‘facts’ are not neutrally given. They are not found, rather made within
the theories or symbol-systems. They depend on a particular frame of reference or have to be understood as a
construction of a certain theory. So, different theorists, using different conceptual schemes, live in different
worlds with different realities.

Obvious question will arise: do all world-versions make world? Moreover, what will happen if there
are two competing world-versions for the same phenomenon? How to adjudicate between true and false world-
versions? Or, we have to understand that Goodman is subscribing a sort of philosophy which adopts the
principle of ‘anything goes’? Again, what do we exactly mean by world-version? In which sense there are and
can be many worlds? Should we understand this world-making literally? Above all, if all facts are fabricated,
can Goodman’s own view, being one of such countless world-versions, be free from the charge of ‘self-
refutation’?

By addressing these critical issues, present article will explore Goodman’s novel thesis of
worldmaking. The article, however, will also defend the immense influence of Goodman’s antirealistic
philosophy, especially to a brand of realists, who wants to deny metaphysical realism and tries to develop a sort
of pluralistic realism.

Keywords: Nelson Goodman, relativism, pluralism, constructivism, worldmaking.

Introduction

If anyone is a hard-core, no-holds-barred relativist out-to-here, it is Nelson Goodman and
he is not at all shy about declaring his advocacy of a thoroughgoing relativism. Goodman’s
position stems from the long-lasting dispute between realist and anti-realist philosophers.
Discussion

To sketch the dispute very briefly what can be said is that: realist philosophers traditionally
have argued that our beliefs and statements are true or false depending on whether they
present and are adequate to the world or a reality independent of language and thought. On
the other hand, anti-realist philosophers do not find any sense in the realist’s distinction
between the world and the representations or descriptions of the world. They embrace the

view that we cannot even begin to formulate the realist position in a coherent manner. For,
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the only way we can begin to express any view about the mind-independent world is through
our representations. Goodman writes:

“We cannot test a version by comparing it with a world undescribed,
undepicted, unperceived,... While we may speak of determining what versions
are right as ‘learning about the world’, ‘the world’ supposedly being that
which all right versions describe, all we learn about the world is contained in
right versions of it; while the underlying world, bereft of these, need not be
denied to those who love it, it is perhaps on the whole a world well lost.”

It seems Goodman allows that the world-in-itself need not be denied to those who /love it. He
is showing ‘no love’ to ‘that world ’as ‘that world’ is literally an uneventful and uninteresting
place for him. Perhaps Goodman contends that the world ‘undescribed, undepicted and
unperceived” is “well lost” in the sense that there is simply nothing that one can say about it
or do with it other than assert its mere existence. Goodman sounds sympathetic to his friends
who love this handful of uninteresting trivialities, but for him, the concept of ‘world-in-itself’

and its ‘independent existence’ should be dismissed as an empty idea.

So to have a world that is ‘worth fighting for’?, he seems to blur the distinction between
‘world” and ‘world-versions’. Since versions are al/l that we are capable of talking about
(aside from trivial claims such as ‘the world exists’, etc.), why not lose talk of the world-in-
itself and embrace talk of the world-versions as our only way of talking about ‘the world” at
all. Thus, talk of ‘the world’, according to him, seems to be reduced to talk of ‘some world-

versions’.

He refers to his own position as “radical relativism”. He also says that his relativism is
“equidistant from intransigent absolutism and unlimited license.”® By the use of the term
“unlimited license”, he seems to avoid the kind of “irresponsible relativism”, the thesis
according to which “anything goes”, a kind of relativism that takes all judgements as equally

true. His relativism is contrary to irresponsible relativism so to say.

For an adequate characterization of Goodman’s thesis of worldmaking, we have first to
specify what is meant by “world-version”. According to Goodman, it can not only refer to
linguistic systems such as natural languages, but it may also refer to the ‘language of art’ e.g.
notational system in music or artworks in case of painting. According to him, like scientific

theories artworks too can serve cognitive purposes.” Goodman says that both scientific
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theories and artworks share ‘the property of being symbolic systems with rules of their own’.
Goodman maintains that we use these systems in order to understand and construct our world
of experience, in such a way that there can be words (or, more generally, symbols) without

worlds, but no world without words or other symbols.’

But in which sense there are many worlds?—we can legitimately ask. In reply to that
Goodman says that, two different frames of reference, or two incompatible but empirically
equivalent scientific theories, or the different styles of painting by two masters belonging to
different schools or periods, may be radically opposed in ways of interpreting the world, both
being perfectly adequate. For example, one might construe the platypus as a mammal;
another, as a bird; yet another, as an intermediate between a mammal and a bird. None of
these discredits the others. Each comports with many of our relevant antecedent beliefs.
Goodman says that relative to its own world version, each of these is right, relative to its
rivals’ each is wrong. But absolutely and independently of the versions, none is right or
wrong. The acceptability of conflicting world versions, according to Goodman, is not a
temporary condition that will be remedied by further inquiry. Some currently acceptable
versions will no doubt be ruled out by future findings. But those findings will support a
multiplicity of new versions. Divergent systems are acceptable, not because evidence is
inadequate, but because even the most demanding criteria of adequacy turn out to be multiply
satisfiable. Our standards of acceptability are not selective enough to yield a unique result.
Nor do we know how to make them so. The plurality of acceptable versions results from the
existence of mutually irreducible conceptual schemes. Accordingly, there will be several
divergent versions of the same world. The problem is that we lack the resources to justify, or
even make sense of the claim that all overlapping acceptable versions pertain to the same
things. Without the scheme-content distinction, we cannot distinguish conceptual from the
factual. Since conceptual schemes provide the criteria of identity for their objects and since
mutually irreducible schemes do not invoke equivalent criteria, so, mutually irreducible
schemes define distinct worlds. Thus, according to Goodman there are many worlds. The
world as interpreted in a certain system is a ‘creation’, or ‘a construct’, so that it can be said
that there are ‘many worlds’, different versions, or ways of the world. All of them could be

valid for certain purposes.
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The point is that if we take such social construction of reality literally, then we have to
conclude that, different groups of people using different conceptual schemes live in different
worlds with different realities. As we cannot test a version by comparing it with a world as
something outside and independent of all of our descriptions and ways of perceiving and
understanding, so for Goodman, neither any particular right version nor the totality of the
right versions can be said to represent “the world”. Goodman is consequently opposed to the
idea of reduction to a common base, to the physical or anything else. Usually, pluralism is in
principle, compatible with reductionism in the sense that there can be many worlds, but such
that they all can be reduced to one of them, being that which really represents the world. But
in this sense, Goodman’s pluralism is in fact incompatible both with realism and
reductionism. According to him, perception is always conceptual and ‘facts’ are not neutrally
given, but they depend on a particular frame or have to be understood as a construction of a
certain theory. So facts are fabricated. Goodman is then against the idea of an unstructured

content or unconceptualized given.

According to Goodman, not all world-versions constitute worlds, nor does every claim
belong to some acceptable world-version, only the right ones do. Goodman’s thesis has
rigorous restraints. It is important to mention that instead of regarding versions as true or
false, Goodman sees them as ‘right’ and ‘wrong’.® According to him, truth seems to be
dogmatic and monolithic, whereas rightness is multidimensional. Goodman maintains that
there can be different and acceptable criteria of rightness or standards of acceptability for
world-versions. The fact that such criteria exist, prevents his position from collapsing into a
crude form of relativism according to which ‘anything goes’. In making worlds, at least we
cannot use any criterion we please. For example, to measure the duration of an event, we
cannot take the account of pulse beats of our Prime Minister, because otherwise we would get
a version in which the rate of change of all physical processes would depend on the Prime
Minister’s health. This version would in any case be avoided by Goodman for not satisfying a

minimal principle of simplicity, which is a typical criterion of acceptability.

Of course right versions are right according to a certain set of acceptability criteria. Goodman
distinguishes between different forms of making worlds through (right) versions: composition
and decomposition, emphasis (or weighting), ordering, deletion and supplementation,

deformation.” At the same time, he conceives different criteria for rightness. Consistence,
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coherence, suitability for a purpose, accord with past practice and antecedent convictions are
among the restraints that he recognizes. Fitting and working are the marks of an acceptable
version. A world-version must consist of components that fit together. The version must fit
reasonably well with prior commitments about the subject at hand. On contrary, such features
as inconsistency, incoherence, arbitrariness and indifference to practice, ends and precedents
are then, according to Goodman, are indicative of unacceptable world-versions. Standard of
rightness do not vary with individual opinion. They are carefully selected from a long

experience of training in knowledge.

Thus, Goodman’s relativism does not give up the notion of truth altogether, but only the
notion of truth as traditionally understood, that is, a kind of correspondence with reality.
Statement, according to him, can be true or false only with reference to a certain version or
frame of reference. Whether the earth stands still, or, it turns on its axis and revolves around
the sun-- are questions to be treated within a certain system or version. According to
Goodman, the mere question of whether the earth really moves or not is non-sensical,
because these statements have to be considered true or false only within the context of a
certain world-version. So in comparing the Ptolemaic and the Copernican system, as a true
picture of the Universe, according to Goodman, what we actually do is that, we do not
compare an astronomical system with a cosmological reality, with the ‘real universe’. The
“universe as-it-really-is” is nothing accessible to us, the only things being accessible to us are
collections of astronomical data (that cannot be neutrally given) as interpreted in one or

another way.

That truth and rightness are relative to world-versions does not only mean that the world-
making thesis implies that we make sentences true. By making versions that are right,
Goodman makes a stronger claim that we make worlds. It seems to many, however, that by
making worlds we are fixing ‘truths’. For example, we can take the analogy of ‘making and
baking’. Once the cake is made, the truth of “it’s chocolate” or “it contains 120 calories per
ounce” is independent of the maker. What is nevertheless unpleasant for critics is the view
that the rightness of versions is something that we ourselves determine. May be we are free of
making world-versions, but the criterion of rightness should be determined by something

external to us. According to Goodman, there is indeed a determination. All determinations
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are necessarily version-bound. What counts as right is relative to a given context in terms that
are dependent on our theories, goals and values. He writes:
“...rightness of design and truth of statements are alike relative to a system: a
design that is wrong in Raphael’s world may be right in Seurat’s, much as a
description of the stewardess’s motion that is wrong from the control tower
may be right from the passenger’s seat.”®
Some critics have also pointed out that rightness cannot be an adequate surrogate for truth,
because Goodman subscribes to multiple criteria and standards of rightness. But what will
happen if these criteria conflict with each other? What will happen if our standards and goals
reveal to be jointly unsatisfactory? Can we ever establish anything for being sure? Goodman
seems to answer by saying that we cannot attain such certainty, but we have to start
somewhere, with the best available, premises and principles, though these are provisionally

acceptable. These are nevertheless, our best equipment and furniture in a world of

uncertainties and handicaps.’

Many authors have objected that Goodman’s radical relativism is not free from the charge of
‘self-refutation’. Actually Goodman’s relativism seems to receive two contrasted
interpretations: a weak one, according to which there are version—neutral criteria by which
alternative versions can be judged, and another, stronger one, according to which criteria of
rightness are version-bound. Both these can be found in his Ways of Worldmaking. The
problem comes when we add to the second, stronger interpretation the following idea, which
also seems to be held by Goodman himself: that his philosophical meta-version (i.e. his own
radical relativism with rigorous restraints) is itself just one of the countless possible meta-
versions. He says: “My outline of the facts concerning the fabrication of facts is of course
itself a fabrication.”'® So if we interpret Goodman as holding the second relativist position
and we apply it to the thesis itself as if it were a version among others, we face the problem

of relativism as a self-refuting thesis.

Lastly, I want to deal with the question: in which sense we make worlds in proposing right
versions? Should we understand this worldmaking literally? Goodman seems to imply that
we make stars and constellations. Is it the consequence of Goodman’s relativism that we
make stars? It is a fact that the question whether the Big Dipper exists or not does not make
sense independently of very specific human ways of observing the sky and the stars. What is

the case in Goodmanian terms, is that we construct an astronomical version in which a group
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of stars is seen as exhibiting dipper shape—this is at least the way in which the astronomers
saw it when they observed it for the first time. So by labelling the group in question “Big
Dipper”, they wanted to institutionalize the fact that that group of stars looks like a big
dipper.

But there is a fundamental difference between the term “Big Dipper” and the term “star”.
Realists have criticized Goodman’s particular position of making of the worlds. The “Big
Dipper”, according to them, is a typical proper name whose existence is fixed by linguistic
convention. But the term “star” is rather different. It has an extension that cannot be fixed by
convention and no particular object can be included in the extension of the term simply by

virtue of being called a star. We do not make stars as the carpenter makes the table.

He is among those philosophers who think that there are different ways of classifying things
and these ways are not independent of our language, conceptual schemes and theories.
According to him, modes of organization is not found in the world, but built into a world. So,
from his point of view, it may seem to be question-begging to appeal to the distinction
between the artificial and the natural kinds. Once the distinction is abandoned, it may seem
not implausible to think about properties as depending on our own ways of categorizing and
theorizing. What we can consider to be an instance of a property, can change with the
development of our scientific theories and the improvement of our inductive practices. A
class'' then becomes a kind relevant for science, ‘sometimes miscalled ‘natural’, only through

being distinguished from other classes, according to certain principles and proposals.

The realists may still argue that how is it possible for us to make something which is older
than us. Goodman’s answer seems to be like that: we make the past, by imposing a particular
temporal ordering upon things and this temporal ordering is a consequence of certain
theories, those are considered to be right versions of the history of the universe. Thus,
according to him,

“...worlds are not made from nothing,...but from other worlds. Worldmaking as
we know it always starts from worlds already on hand; the making is a
remaking.”"?

A realist philosopher, however, does not accept this view. A realist rather will be engaged in

defending a realist theory of reference combined with metaphysics of natural kind objects.
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Conclusion

It is by no means strange that his position against Goodman goes precisely in this
direction. Goodman can actually count as a defender of a certain form of pluralism in
scientific modelling. In reconfiguring philosophical problems, the solutions he offered, are
not permanent resting places, but launch pad for further inquiry. In recent times, it has been
revealed that pluralism can be compatible with realism. In fact, Goodman’s philosophy has
been characterized as a source of inspiration for Putnam’s novel theory of internal realism
and for his criticisms against metaphysical realism. But we all know that Goodman is an anti-
realist philosopher per excellence. Anti realism does not mean idealism. Goodman is far

from idealism as from metaphysical realism and always remained a sober rationalist.
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Abstract: Sankuka is famous for his doctrine named Anumitivada. The interpretation of Sankuka is based on
the inferential process and theories of Nyaya philosophy in a restricted sense and Nyaya-Vaisesika philosophy
in the broader sense. So it is necessary to get a preview of the concept of inference as depicted in the Nyaya-
Vaisesika school.

Sankuka argues that a spectator can infer the imitated sthayibhava only in the actor or actress and then
experiences aesthetic delight which is rasa. According to him the permanent mood is apprehended by inference on the
strength of inferential signs. With his acting skills the nata skilfully expressed the anubhava and vyabhicaribhava. So the
spectators took them to be as real. Now, the internal connection of vibhavas come as the hetu, and with the help of the
hetu, the spectators can infer the sadhya
i.e. permanent mood which is imitated and settled in the paksa i.e. nata. As the permanent moods are related to the original
dramatic persona so by the conjunction of vibhavanubhava-vyabhicaribhava as the emulated hetu

(vibhavaditrayasamyoga), the emulated permanent mood is inferred.

As Sankuka is the well-known scholar of Nyaya school so there was a mere chance that he would be highly
influenced by the of Nyaya philosophy. The epistemology and logical reasoning of Nyaya’s syllogism left a strong
impression on his interpretation of rasa theory. The main purpose of his interpretation is apparently on the process of
tasting rasa but here he discussed some ideas of philosophy in connection with the process. While dealing with the
concept of cognition, Sankuka analysed it from logical and metaphysical standpoints. The analysis of cognition from

these different points of views gives rise to this conclusion.

Key words: Nyaya philosophy, Anumiti, sadhya, paksa, hetu, vibhavanubhava-vyabhicaribhava, . nata, sthayibhava.ra

Introduction

Four great analysts of Bharata’s Rasasiitra have marked a distinctive sphere of
academic interest by their esteemed elucidation. Bhatta Lollata’s explanation of Rasasiitra is called
Utpattivada . Bhatta Sankuka’s explanation is known as Anumitivada . Bhatta Nayaka explains the
sitra in a new way which is known as Bhuktivada. Abhinavagupta, the greatest exponent of Sanskrit
literary criticism, explains the sutra in a novel way and thus refutes all the views of his predecessors.

His explanation is known as Abhivyaktivada.

63 ISSN 0976-9625/9(2), 2022



Research Article P. Saha

Discussion

According to the scholars of Indian aesthetics Sankuka lived and worked approximately
during the period of the second half 800 A.D. onwards. P.V. Kane adheres, Abhinavagupta often
mentions Sankuka 's views on different theatrical themes. Since the quotation relates to the theories
involved in NS, Chapters three to twenty nine, it is likely believed that Sankuka commented on the
whole NS and he is also the author of a text named Bhuvanabhyudaya. —‘this would assign him to
about 840 A.D.”"

We would like to discuss Sankuka’s interpretation of Rasasiitra which is named
Anumitivada. Acarya Sankuka interpreted the famous Rasasiitra in a different way. The main purpose
of his interpretation is apparently on the process of tasting rasa but here he discussed some ideas of
philosophy in connection with the process.

According to Sankuka, in the drama, all the aesthetic elements such as, vibhavas (the
causes known as the factors), anubhavas (the effects consisting of the reactions) and sancaribhavas
(the auxiliary causes namely transitory emotions) are totally dependent on the characters of the
drama. Again the sthayibhdvas (permanent moods) also lie within them. So a dramatic persona is
the possessor of rasa to come into being. But in reality these dramatic characters cannot come and
perform on the stage themselves, so the spectators cannot perceive directly the exact emotional
feelings lying in them. It is never ever possible that the spectator can relish the same feeling of the
hero or heroine.

Thus it requires a suitable medium, who should be a normal person with some
extraordinary quality. The quality is that he should have excellent acting skills. This person is known
as the nata. With all his skill he emulates the dramatic character. The light, dress, make -up, sounds
etc. help him to portray his or her role in a living and attractive manner. He or she gives up his or her
personal identity at the time of acting. The acting flourishes with the efficiency of nata or nati. Due to
his perfect acting, the spectator feels that the nata or nati is not different from the dramatic character.

The main cause of rasanispatti is the triangular connection of vibhava , anubhava and
vyabhicaribhava. Vibhavas (the foundational and stimulant factors) can be understood by the
narrative words used in the drama or kavya. The alambana-vibhava (foundational factors) and the
uddipana-vibhava (stimulant factors such as environment) are narrated in the literary work. The nata
or nati are actors or actresses who by their prominent actions are portrayed as the male hero or
female heroine or other characters. . After hearing their dialogues presented in a literary work or
watching their appropriate dresses and their gestures, appearances by abhidha (denotation power)
spectators can know the nati as the vibhava of the nata or the nata as the vibhava of nati in case of
srngara-rasa . This is comprehended through the literary.

After the vibhavas are defined, anubhdava comes next. Anubhdvas are the reactions the actor is
trained to produce; these are the effects of the vibhavas emulated and expressed by nata. Anubhava
needs skill of acting, regular practise of facial expression; education etc. The anubhavas are

manifested by the actor which he is able to accomplish due to training and practice. Sancaribhavas are

the transitory emotions that are gotten by inference from their own associated reactions to the situation
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alike. Thus the vibhavas, anubhavas and Sancaribhavas are prompt to the viewer.

His key argument is sthayibhava is also the imitation or emulation or anukarana or anukyti. No
one can directly perceive the emotions, because they are in abstract forms. So the spectators ought to
infer it.Therefore, the word ‘nispatti’ in Rasasiitra should be interpreted as ‘anumiti’. The resultant
cognition of such inference cannot be the real entity itself. The relationship among the aesthetic
elements or the conjunction (samyoga) of vibhava, anubhava and sancaribhdvas are referred to there
is the inferential signs, ‘vibhavadyayoge sthayino lingabhavenavagatyanupapatterbhavanam
pirvamabhidheyataprasangat... . ?

This explanation is based on a particular logical dimension and that dimension is new or
abhinava. Thus it is necessary to explain the procedure from a different point of view. Nafa cannot
express the permanent mood directly. Sankuka said that all the bhdvas and the permanent mood is
hero’s own property, but the spectators only watch those which are expressed by nata.

Though perception is the most powerful and prominent pramana to know objects in this
case it is not applicable .The permanent mood (sthayibhavas) cannot be apprehended by verbal
expressions, acting or literary narrative. Though they are named as rati (desire), soka (grief), has
(comedy) etc for referential language but the meaning which comes from the words cannot express the
exact sentiments. Words only can determine objects. Moreover words are connected with their own
meaning. As the ghata determines to kambugribadiman padartha or object. Thus rati etc are words
that only portray the meaning as desire but the exact expressive internal emotion of taste or relishes
cannot be understood through the words. For instance by the word sweet people can understand the
meaning as this thing contains sweetness but through the word they cannot be able to taste the
sweetness essentially connected with the sweet object.

‘sthayi tu kavyabaladapi nanusandheyah | ‘ratihsoka’ itvadayo hi sabda

ratyadikamabhidheyikurvantyabhidhanatvena | na tu vacikabhinayariipataya "vagamayanti’ //°

Sankuka argues that a spectator can infer the imitated sthayibhava only in the actor or
actress and then experiences aesthetic delight which is rasa. According to him the permanent mood
is apprehended by inference on the strength of inferential signs. With his acting skills the nata
skilfully expressed the anubhava and vyabhicaribhava. So the spectators took them to be as real.
Now, the internal connection of vibhdvas come as the hetu, and with the help of the hetu, the
spectators can infer the sadhya i.e. permanent mood which is imitated and settled in the paksa i.e.
nata. As the permanent moods are related to the original dramatic persona so by the conjunction of
bhavanubhava-vyabhicaribhava as the emulated hetu (vibhavaditrayasamyoga) the emulated

permanent mood is inferred-

‘tasmaddhetubhirvibhavakhyaih  karyaiscanubhavatmabhih  sahacariripaisca  vyabhicaribhih
prayatnarjitataya krtrimairapi tathanabhimanyamanairanukartysthatvena lingabalatah pratiyamanah
sthayt bhavo mukhyaramadigatasthayyanukaranaripah | anukaranaripatvadeva ca namantarena

. , 4
vyaparisto rasah’ .
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After this apprehension the sthayibhava becomes the matter of relish. When the
sthayibhava is relished by the audience it becomes rasa. So every aesthetic element can therefore be
configured as elements of an inferential process whereby this emotion in the dramatic persona comes
to be known. This explanation finds affinity with the procedure of anumiti. The term grief or karuna
refers in everyday life to the sense of compassion. It receives the technical designation of the tragic
rasa when the spectators apprehend the presence of imitated grief in the actor by the means or
inferential signs. The nata therefore can be called paksa .The spectators infer the imitated permanent
mood or anukrta-sthayi within him and it is designated by the special term rasa. Though the
permanent moods may be considered as imitated since they are acquired by human effort, they are
not recognized as invalid or factitious.

As the interpretation of Sankuka is based on the inferential process and theory of Nydya
philosophy in a restricted sense and Nyaya-Vaisesika in the broader sense, so it is necessary to get a
preview of the concept of inference as depicted in the Nyaya-Vaisesika School .

This section introduces the implication of the theory of inference of Nyaya-Vais$esika
philosophy on Sankuka ’s interpretation of Rasasiitra . In Sanskrit terminology inference is generally
known as anumana. Etymologically anumana is a combination of two words: anu and mana. Anu
means after and mana means ‘knowledge’. So the meaning derived from these two words is ‘after one
certain knowledge’ and in a broader sense it can be explained as ‘after perception’. Anumiti or
inferential cognition is a knowledge which arises after another perceptual knowledge.

According to Annambhatta Definition of Anumana

After the deep discussion on perception, Annambhatta comes to the second type of
instrument of prama. He gave the definition of anumana as the instrument by which the inferential
cognition or anumiti can be acquired-‘anumitikaranamanumanam.”

Annambhatta holds that karana is the extraordinary or special cause among all the

causes, through which the particular effect is, produced ‘asadharanam karanam karanam .
Karana can be distinct from causes by using the term asadharana . It may be used in the sense of
terminal and absolute cause. According to Annambhatta inferential cognition or anumiti results from
paramarsa which is again a special kind of cognition. Annambhatta declared paramarsa as the
karana of inferential knowledge. Karana is the uncommon or asadharana cause. Here the
uncommonness implies the cause with reference to an effect. It is the cause which leads to the effect
directly. Gopinath Bhattacharya enumerated,

“It is to be noted also that, from the standpoint of the current usage ,Annambhatta is not quite
steady in his usage of the term ‘karana’. In the case of ‘pratyaksa-prama’, ‘upamiti’ and ‘sabda-
bodha’, he takes the term to mean the casual condition that functions through an ‘intermediary’ or a
‘Vyapara’, but in the case of ‘anumiti-prama’ the term is taken in the sense of a causal condition that

JJ7
appears last on the scene.
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Terms of inference
So from the linguistic analysis of citations it is obvious that inference must have some

constituents. It has three important terms and a basic syllogism in general. Paksa, sadhya and hetu -
these three terms are the important and basic pillars which are involved in this inference. These
terms can be translated in English as, locus (paksa), probans (hetu) and probandum (sadhya). The
terms will be discussed here to attain the theory of Sankuka’s Anumitivada.

The sadhya or probandum is that something the observer wants to prove or establish or
acknowledge in the inference. The sddhya or probandum is here- ‘miilacaritanukaranariipa-
sthayibhava , as it is the final outcome which is it is proved or established or acknowledged from the
inference. It is the sadhya which is to be inferred in relation to the paksa or nata.

The hetu or probans is the mark or sign which indicates the presence of the object
which is to be inferred. The conjugation of the three components vibhava, anubhdva, sancaribhava
or vyabhicaribhava is the mark or sign which indicates the presence of the inferable object . In this
body of inference, ‘miilacaritanukaranaripavibhavaditrayasamyoga’ ’ is the mark or sign which
indicates the presence of the object which is to be inferred. Thus it is the probans (Aefu).

In simple language paksa is the locus or an entity where the inferable object is doubted
or predicated. In other words paksa is meant to be that entity where an uncertain entity named sadhya
to be predicated, on the strength of another entity named hefu. Annambhatta thus defines paksa as
‘sandigdha-sadhyavan paksa.” Here nata is the paksa. In other words nata is the subject or an entity
where the probandum ( sadhya ) miilacaritanukaranaripa-sthayibhava is predicated . According to
the above mentioned discussion, in simple words the actor or nata is meant to be that entity where
miilacaritanukaranaripa-sthayibhdava to be inferred, on account of the correlation of tripod,

mitlacaritanukaranaripa-vibhavaditraya - samyoga .

In Nyaya theory of inference, the observer finds several steps to reach the conclusive inference.
The uncertain probandum which is sought to be established is to be written first, this is the conclusion
of the inference; then the reason for the conclusion is to be written and then the affirmation of the
recollection between the /etu and the sa@dhya is to be written.

To understand this let us take the simplest body or example of inference: The hill is fiery,
because the hill is smoky. Finding smoke rising from a hill, the observer remembers that since
smoke cannot be without fire, he comes to the conclusion that there must also be fire on the hill. It is
a procedure named anumana. GB enumerated, “That which is characterized by an uncertain
probandum is the paksa or the subject [of an inference] for example, if the ‘property of having
smoke’(dhiima-vattva) be the probans , the ‘hill [is the paksa]

If the steps are keenly followed then there the observer could see first, the knowledge of
smoke is depicted as a mark or /irga or hetu which indicates the presence of the object which is to be
inferred. Fire is the sd@dhya which is to be inferred in relation to the paksa. The hill is paksa.
Secondly, there is the recollection of the relation of vyapti (invariable concomitance) between smoke
and fire as the observer has observed that in the past. After the consideration of the hetu as prevaded
by the sadhya, through their relation of invariable concomitance, the knowledge of inference occurs.
Thirdly, there is the knowledge of the existence of the unperceived fire in the hill which is intended
to be inferred ( s@dhya). This process of inference is called /inga-paramarsa . So anumana is also
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defined as linga-paramarsa. There is the perception of a mark or reason which may be called as
probans or hetu, (e.g. smoke) in a subject or paksa (hill). Secondly there is a recollection of the
relation of invariable concomitance between the probans smoke and probandum fire as the observer
has abundantly experienced (bhityodarsana) in the past.

Thirdly there is the assurance of the existence of an uncertain object (e. g. fire) in the
subject (e. g. hill) due to the rule of invariable concomitance.

In this case where Sankuka discussed about inference he adopted the droha method
(ascension policy). According to Acarya Sankuka through the inference of the emulated sth@yibhava in
the nata the spectator experiences or reaches to the ultimate outcome of the play- rasa. This is his
conclusion pertaining to this argument. Now following the Nyaya-Vaisesika theory of inference, the
observer can explain several steps. To understand the process let take the body of inference:

1. The nata is ‘ milacaritanukaranaripa-vibhavadivan’. -(paksadharmatajianam).

2. Wherever there is ‘mitlacaritanukaranariupa-vibhavadivattvam’ there is

‘miilacaritanukaranariupa-sthayibhavavattvam, laukika- nayaka-nayikavat’™ -(vyaptijnanam,
laukika- nara-naribat ).

3. Nata 18* ‘mitlacaritanukaranariupa-sthayibhava -vyapya- mitlacaritanukaranaripa-
vibhavadivan.” (paramarsajiianam).

4. Therefore nata is ‘miilacaritanukaranaripa-sthayibhavavan.’(anumiti).

In the above mentioned example, some points are to be noted. Here is the perception of a
mark or reason which may called as probans or hetu, (e.g. ‘milacaritanukaranaripa-
vibhavaditrayasamyoga -vattvam’ which means the triangular connection of vibhava, anubhava,
sancaribhdava or vyabhicaribhava which can be stated as miilacaritanukaranariipa-vibhavanubhava-
vyabhicaribhava -samyoga) in a subject or paksa i.e natah.

Secondly, here is a recollection of ‘miilacaritanukaranariapa-vibhavaditrayasamyoga and
‘miutlacaritanukaranariupa-sthayibhava’ as aesthetes have abundantly experience outside the
world ( bhityodarsana)in the past.

Thirdly, here is the assurance of the existence of an uncertain object (e. g.

‘mitlacaritanukaranaripa-sthayibhava) in the subject (e. g. natah).

So the conditions regarding this process are the perception, recollection or remembrance and
assurance. The perception is followed by the remembrance and again the remembrance is followed by
the assured knowledge.

Here may arise one doubt. Though the spectators are taking the trio of imitated
vibhavaditraya as real hetu (cause) but practically it belongs to the real dramatic character. Here it can
be doubted that the inferences drawn from the artificial setu might lead to incorrect knowledge. So it
may be treated somewhere as unreal cognizance. In that case the validity of rasa comes under doubt
which might affect the whole interpretation. To solve this problem here Sankuka has argued that even
if there are fallacies in knowledge, if it does not contradict the reality then it cannot be negated or
rejected by anyone. Thus as per material results are concerned even if there are fallacies they can be
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considered evidence in support of the argument.

Sankuka narrated that though the knowledge may be unreal in terms of theory but if it gives
the expected result in practical terms then it is validated. He has used an example to establish this
argument. If a crystal and an earthen oil lamp are placed at a distance from each other then light
emanates from both. Two separate persons believe both the sparkling objects to be crystal and run
towards them from a distance. When they come nearer their illusions are removed. In this case, one of
them gets the crystal and the other returns disheartened. In this case the person who acquires the real
crystal is not flawed as per the knowledge is concerned. Although both of them cognise non veridical
knowledge, there is a difference regarding their real effects.

“manipradipaprabhayormanibuddhyabhidhavatoh /
mithyajiianavisese 'pi viseso 'rthakrivam prati”// iti °

This example proves that even in the material world knowledge has necessary
requirements in spite of a fallacy in its procedure of apprehension. Thus this kind of knowledge
should be accepted. There may be a number of fallacies in the initial stage within the paradigm of
theatre. The vibhavas which are present in the dramatic characters are unreal and thus the inference
driven from this might not lead to veridical knowledge. In spite of that this type of knowledge leads
to pleasure in the minds of the connoisseur. Thus it cannot be perceived to be false or flawed.
Conclusion

In some cases reality happens over validity. In the case of drama though the cognizance is
not very true at the primary stage as per the vibhavas are not real but by those artificial hefus the
result of inference comes that gives an unusual happiness cherished by the spectators. As the result
comes as expected then the knowledge is neither invalid nor unreal. It is not also the barrier of
manifestation of aesthetic pleasure so it is not invalid. The spectators come to the hall to cherish the
rasa, to experience aesthetic pleasure. It is the prior need of drama. The inference comes to fulfil that
need. With the help of the inference the spectators infer the sthayibhava in the nata. The knowledge
of sthayibhava can be called rasa when it is cherished. So in this context the inference based on the
imitation or emulation is validated as it leads to a valid conclusion. Though the hefus of this
inference are imitated by them the spectator can infer the permanent mood which actually belongs to
the original dramatic persona. It may not be the real sthayibhdva but it is hitting the truth. It may not
fulfil all the conditions of perfect syllogism but it can fulfil the aim of the inference. The hetus here
have some functional power to lead to the necessity of drama which is the enjoyment of rasa.
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