Special Lecture: “Slave Narratives, Anti-Slavery Literature and the Literary
Context of Toni Morrison’s Beloved”

Speaker: Dr Paromita Dutta, Department of English, Gobardanga Hindu College
Date: 15.11.2019
Venue: Room 7

Introduction: Toni Morrison occupies an important place in American literature as one of
the most important voices of the Black American community and her novel Beloved is a part
of the English Honours curriculum. This special lecture by Dr. Paromita Dutta was organized
with the aim to enhance the students’ understanding of the text by introducing them to the
broader literary context of slave narratives and anti-slavery literature in America.

Brief Report: The speaker introduced the students to the long history of the representation of
slavery in American literature written both by the slaves themselves and the white writers and
then proceeded to locate Toni Morisson in this long tradition. She then went on to discuss the
literary techniques and narrative styles adopted by the author in Beloved to analyze how she
draws from slave narratives to create a peculiar retelling of history through what she calls the
rememory of the past. The lecture not only touched upon the socio-historical and literary
contexts of the novel but also delved into the discourse of racism, power and the nature of
history writing itself.
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