BGC/P.G.DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY-SEMINAR/WORKSHOP

SEMINAR ON “ROLE OF MANGROVE ARMY IN PROTECTING CLIMATE CHANGE”
Date-30.04.24

SPEAKER- Mr. Uma Shankar Mondal Secretary, Purbasha Eco Helpline Society, Sundarban

Number of Participants-87

Organizer- IQAC, P.G. Department of Botany and Department of Geography.
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Brief Report:

A seminar titled "The Role of Mangrove Forests in Climate Change Mitigation: A Focus on the
Indian Sundarbans” was held on April 30, 2024, with Mr. Uma Shankar Mondal, Secretary of
Purbasha Eco Helpline Society, as the keynote speaker. The seminar, organized by the
IQAC, P.G. Department of Botany, and Department of Geography, emphasized the significant
role the Indian Sundarbans, the world's largest deltaic mangrove forest, play in mitigating
climate change. Mr. Mondal discussed how the Sundarbans sequester large amounts of
carbon dioxide, aiding global climate efforts, while also protecting coastal communities
from storm surges, cyclones, and erosion through their dense mangrove root systems. He
highlighted the rich biodiversity of the region, which is home to species such as the Bengal
tiger and saltwater crocodile, underscoring the ecological balance maintained by this
unique ecosystem. The Sundarbans also serve as a vital economic resource, providing
livelihoods through fishing and aquaculture for millions of people. However, Mr. Mondal
pointed out the serious threats the Sundarbans face, including deforestation, pollution, and
the growing impact of climate change, particularly rising sea levels and salinity. To address
these challenges, he recommended strengthened conservation efforts, sustainable resource
management, and the active engagement of local communities. He further stressed the
importance of developing climate change adaptation strategies and fostering international
cooperation to protect ecosystems like the Sundarbans. The seminar concluded with a call
for urgent, collective action to safeguard this invaluable ecosystem and its critical role in

global climate change mitigation.
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